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Do. not pretend, in giving you 
the hiſtory of this Wen 
to entertain my reader with 
the adventufes of a feigned 


SET 


WS hero, ole life and fortunes fancy may 


manage at the poet's pleaſure; nor in 


relating the truth, deſign to adorn it with 
any ee but ſuch as arrived in ear- 


* reſt to him and it ſhall come ſunply in 


r the Wor Id, recommended by: Its on 


* i 2 * 


2 * ; 4 X Ne 8 
"of "1 # #3 a 482 "AR * bs . 
: a , 


hnin tay lain By ew —. wm an ai... » 


22 „„ * fold 


. 


ET A 1 
y W 3 
Or". 
* 4 PX. „ 


3 . 
EE 

ww. 88 | 

* i 


= proper merits; nd. e intrigues 3 - | 
[there being enough of reality to ſuppoſe } 
it, and to render it diverting, withqut — 
the addition of invention. 1 
I was myfelf añ eye-witneſs to 4 great | 
1 part of what you will find here ſer down; | 
J and what I could nat be witheſs of, I re= | 
ceiv d from the mouth. of the chief actor | 
in this hiſtory, the hero himſelf, who gave 
us the whole tranſactions of his youth; 
and I ſhall omit for brevity 's ſake, a thou 
ſand little incidents of his. life, which 
- Þ howevyez pleaſant to us, where hiſtory was 
ſcarcc, and adventures very rare, yet 
mi ight prove tedious and hcavy to the rea- 
der, in a world where he finds diverſions 5 
for every minute, new and ſtrange. But 
we who were perſectly charm'd with the 
character of this great man, were curious 
to gather every circumſtance ef his life. 
tue ſcene of the laſt part of his adven- 
tures lies in a colony in America, called 
Surinam, in the Weſt- Indies. 
But before I give you the ſtory of this ü 
tant ſlave, tis fit I tell you the manner | 
of bringing them to theſe; new colonies:: * 
. they make uſe of there, not being 
F bk. „„ natives 
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natives of the place; Þ for thoſe we live 


with in perfect amity, without daring. t 


command em; but on the contrary, ca- 
reſs em with all the brotherly and friend- 
ly affeQtion in the world; trading with 
them for their fiſh, veniſon, buftaloe's— 


. ſkins, and little rarities; as marmoſets, a 


ſort of monkey, as big as a rat or wea- 


ſel, but of a marvellous and delicate ſhape 
having face and hands like a human crea- 


ture; and couſheries, a little beaſt in the 


form and faſhion of a lion, as big as 
a kitten, but ſo exactly made in- all 


1 parts like that noble beaſt, that it is 
it in miniature; then for little parakhe- 
toes, great parrots muckaws; and a thou- 


ſand other birds and beaſts of wonderful 


And ſurprizing forms, ſhapes and colours: 

for ſkins of prodigious ſnakes, of which 
there art ſome threeſcore-yards i in length; 
2 is the ſkin of one that may be ſeen: at 
his majeſty's antiquary's; where are alſo 
ſome rare flies, of amazing forms and 
colours, preſented to em by myſelf; ſome 


_ as big as my fiſt, ſome leſs; and all of va- 
_ Nious excellencies, {ſuch wrt; cannot imi- 


tate. Then we trade for feathers which 
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hey” order into all ſhapes, make Shen x. , 


| {elves little ſhort habits of em, and 4 | f 


rious wreaths for their heads, necks, arms 
and legs, whoſe tinctures are inconceiva- 
ble. Ihad a ſet of theſe preſented to me 
and I gave 'em to the king's theatre; it 
was the dreſs of the Indian Queen, infi- 
nitely admired by perſons of quality, and 
was inimitable. Befides theſe, a thouſand 
little knacks, and rarities in nature, and 


ſome of ant; as their baſkets, weapons, a 4 


beads of all colours, knives, axes, pins and 
needles, which they uſed only as tools to 
drill holes with in their ears, noſes, and 
lips, where they hang a great many little 
things; as long beads, bits of tin, braſ# or 
ſilver beat thin, and any ſhining trinket. 
The beads they weave into an apron. a- 
bout 'a quarter of an ell long, and of the 
ſame breadth ;- working them very pret- 


tily in flowers of ſeveral colours, Which 


apron they wear juſt before em, as Adam 
and Eve did the fig-leaves ; the menwear- 
ing a long ſtripe of linen, which they deal 
with us for, They thread theſe beads al- 


ſp on 1 cotton - threads, and ekz Sir: 
| A ; > den 
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dles to tie their” apr ons to, which come 
twenty times or more about the waſte, 
and then croſs, like a ſhoulder-beit, both 
ways, and round their necks, arms, and 
legs. This adornment, with their long 
black hair, and the face painted in little 


ſpecks or flowers here and there, make 
em a wonderful figure to behold. Some 


of the beauties, which indeed are finely 


ſhap'd, as almoſt all are, who have pret- 


ty features, are charming and novel; for 
they have all that is called beauty, except 
the colour, which is a reddiſh yellow; 


or aſter a new oiling, which they often | 


uſe to them{elves, they are of the colour 
of anew brick, but ſmooth, ſoft and ſleek. 
They are extreme. modeſt and baſhful, 
very ſhy, and nice of being touch'd. And 


tho” they are all thas naked, if one lives 


for ever among em, there” is not to be 


ſieen an indecent action, or glance; and 


being continually us'd to ſee one another 
fo unadorned, ſo like our firſt parents be- 
fore the fall, it ſeems as if they had no 
wiſhes, there being nothing to heighten 


curioßty; but all you can fee, you ſee 
. at” * ang every moment lee ; and 
| where 


fe 


where there is no novelty, there can be 


no curioſity. Not but I have ſeen a hand- 
ſome young indian, dying for love of a 


very beautiful young indian maid ; but 

all his courtſhip was, to fold his arms; | 
purſue her with his eyes, and ſighs were 
all his language : while ſhe, as if no ſuch 
lover were preſent, or rather if ſhe de- 
fired none ſuch, carefully guarded her 


eyes from beholding him; and never ap 
proached him, but ſhe looked down ._ 


with all the bluſhing modeſty I have {een 
in the moſt ſevere and cautious of our 


world. And theſe people repreſented to 


me an abſolute idea of the firſt [tate of 
innocence, before man knew how to fin: 
and tis moſt evident and plain, that ſim- 


ple nature is the moſt harmleſs, inoffen- 


fve and virtuous miſtreſs. Tis ſhe alone, 
if ſhe were permitted, that better inſtructs 
the world, than all the inventions of man: 
religion would here but deſtroy that tran- 
quillity they poſſeſs by ignorance, and 
laws would but teach em to know offen 
ces, of which now they have no notion. 
They once made mourning and faſting 
for abe death of the Engliſh Governor. 4 

| 4 
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who had given his hand to come on ſuch 

a day to em, and neither came nor ſent, 
believing, when a man's word was paſt, 
nothing but death could or ſnould prevent 
his keeping it; and when they ſaw he 

Was not dead, they aſk'd him what name 

they had for a man who promis'd a thing 
he did not do? The Governor told them 
fuch a man was a liar, which was a word 
of infamy to a gentlemen. Then one of | 
em reply'd, © Governor, you are alyar, | 
* and guilty of that infamy.' They have | 
a native juſtice, which knows no fraud; 
and they underſtand no vice, or cunning; | 

but when they are taught by the white 
men. They live Plurality of wives; which 
when they grow old, ſerve thoſe that 
fucceed'em, who are young, but with 

a ſervitude ealy and reſpected ; and unleſs 

they take {laves in war, they havens: 3 
aàttendants. | 

Thoſe on that cohtinent he; was, 

had no King; but the oldeſt war- captain 

was obey d with great reſignation. 

A war- captain is a man who has leg 
aß on to battle with conduct and ſuc- 
9 5 of whom I mall have occaſion to 
1 >. 1 eos. 
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ſpeak more © beventidy; 40 of ae other. 


of their cuſtoms and! * as they _ 


in my way. | 

With theſe people, as I ſaid, we live in 
perfect tranquillity, and good underſtand} I 
ing, as it behoves us to do; they know 
ing all the places where to ſeek the beſt 
food of the country, and the means of 
getting it; and for very ſmall and unva- 


I luable trilles, ſupplying us with what 'tis 


almoſt impoſible for us to get; for they 
do not only i in the woods, and over the 
ſavanah's, in hunting, ſupply the part f 
hounds, by ſwiftly ſcouring thro? thoſe al- 
moſt impaſfahle places, and by the mere 
activity of their feet, run down the mimb- 


leſt deer, and other eatable beaſts; but 


in the water, one would think they were 
gods of the rivers, or fellow- citizens of 
the deep ; ſo rare an art they have in 
ſwimming, diving, and almoſt living in 
water; by which they command the leſs 
ſwift inhabitants of the floods. And then 
for ſhooting, what they cannot take, or 
reach with their hands, they Go with their 
arrows; and have fo admirable an aim, 


chat they will ſplit almoſt an hair, and at 
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any diſtance that an arrow can reach , 


they will ſhoot down oranges, and other 


fruit, and only touch the ſtalk with the 


dart's point, that they may not hurt the 
fruit. So that they being on all occaſions | 
very uſeful to us, we find it abſolutely 
d neceſſary to careſs em as friends, and not 
to treat'em as ſlaves; nor dare we do 
otherwiſe, their numbers ſo far furpaſſing 


ours on that continent. 


Thoſe then whom we make uſe of to 
| ck in our plantations of ſugar, are 
negroes, black-ſlaves altogether, who are 


tranſported thither in this manner. 
Thoſe who want ſlaves, make a bargain 


with a maſter, or a captain of a ſhip, ana 


contract to pay him ſo much a piece, a 


matter of twenty pounds a head, for as 
many as he agrees for, and to pay for 'em | 
when they ſhall be delivered on ſuch a 
3 en ; {o that when there arrives a 
ſhip laden with ſlaves, they who have ſo 
contracted, go aboard and receive their 


number by lot; and perhaps in one lat 


they may be for ten, there may happen 


to be three or four men, the reſt women 


and children, Or be there more-or leſs 
: 5 25 
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of either ſex, you. are obliged to be con-„ 
TJ tented with your lot. ooo 
Coramantien, a country of blacks ſo 
called, was one of thoſe places in which © 
they found the moſt advantageous — 
for theſe ſlaves, and thither moſt of our 
great traders ifi that merchandize traffic; = 
for that nation is very, warlike and brave; 
and having a continual campaign, e 
always in hoſtilities with one neighbour- 
o ing prince or other, they had the fortune 
e to take a great many captives: for all 
they took in battle were 1old as ſlaves, at 
leait thoſe common men who could not 
ranſom themſelves. Of theſe ſlaves ſo 
taken, the general only has all the profit; 
and of theſe generals our captains. and 
maſters of ſhips buy all their freights. 7 
The king of Coramantien was of him- 
ſelſ-a man of an hundred and odd years 
old, and had no ſon, tho” he had many 
beautiful black wives; for moſt certainly 
there are beauties that can charm of that 
colour. In his younger years he had had 
many gallant men to his ſons, thirteen of © 
whom died in battle, conquering - when 
the fell; and he had offly left him or his 
"7 4 1 
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ſucceſſor, one grand- child, ſon to one of 


theſe dead victors, who, as ſoon as he 
could bear a bow in his hand, and a qui- 


ver at his back, was ſent into the field, to | 


be trained up by one of the oldeſt gene- 
rals to war; where, from his natural in- 
clination to arms, and the occaſions given 
him, with the good conduct of the old 


general, he became, at the age of ſeyen- 


teen, one of the moſt expert captains, and 


braveſt ſoldiers that ever ſaw the field of | | 


Mars; ſo that he was ador'd as the won- 
dier of all that world, and the darling of 
the ſoldiers. Beſides, he was adorned 


with a native beauty, ſo tranſcending all 


thoſe of his gloomy race, that he ſtruck 
an awe and reverence, even into thoſe 
that knew not his quality; as he did into 
me, who beheld him with ſurprize and 
wonder, when afterwards he arrived in 


= our world. W 1 


He had fcarce nens at his eepbinerntk 
year, when, fighting by his ſide, the gene- 
ral was killed with an arrow in his eye, 
which the prince Oronooko [for ſo was 
the gallant moor called] very narrowly 
'8 7 nor ee meu if the general who 
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ſaw the arrow. Mis "OY perceiving. it 
aimed at the prince, had not bow'd his 


head between, on purpoſe to receive. it 
in his own body, rather than it ſhould 
touch that of the prince, and fo ſav'd him, 

Twas then, afilicted as Oroonoko was, 
that he was proclaimed general in the old 
man's place: and then it was, at the fi- 
niſhing of that war, which had continu'd 
for two years, that the prince came to 
court, where he had hardly been a month 
together, from the time of his fifth year 
to that of ſeventeen: and it was amazing 
to imagine where it was he learned ſo 


much humanity, or to give his accom- 


pliſhments a greater name, where twas 


he got that real greatneſs of ſoul, thoſe 


refined notions of true honour, and abſo- 


lute generoſity, and that ſoftneſs, that 


was capable of the higheſt paſſion of loye 
and gallantry, whoſe objects were almoſt 
continually fighting men, or thoſe mang- 
led or dead, who heard no ſounds but 
thoſe of war and groans. Some part of 
it we may attribute to the care of a 


Frenchman of wit and learning, who find. 
ing it turn to a very good account to be 
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| a fort of royal tutor to this young black, 

and perceiving him very ready, apt, ata | 
yuick of apprehenſion, took a great plea- | 
fore to teach him morals, language, and 
ſeienee; and was for it extremely beloy'd 
and valu d by him. Another reaſon was, 
he lov'd when he came from war, to ſee 
all the Engliſh gentlemen that traded thi- | 
| ther, and did not only learn their language 
but that of the Spaniards alſo, why nn 
N he traded after wards for ſlaves. 

I have often ſeen and erb vith 
this great man, and been a witneſs to ma- 
ny of his mighty actions ; and do aſſure 
my reader, the moſt illuſtrious. courts 
could not have produced a braver man, 
both for greatneſs of courage and mind, 


= oa judgment more ſolid, a wit more quick, 


rand a converſation more ſweet and divert- 
ing. He knew almoſt as much as if he 
& had read much: He had heard of and ad- 
mired the Romans; he had heard of the 
late civil wars, in England, and the deplo- 
rable death of our great monarch ; and 
& would diſcourſe of it with all the ſenſe and | 


l | abhorrence of the injuſtice imaginable. 


_ had an extreme — and graceful 


g rt | N | mien 


| 
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bien and all the eivility r a ell beg 
great man. He had nothing of IONS 


in his nature, but to all points addreſſed - 


himſelf as if his education had been in 
{ome. European canrt* ho 7 N 

IThis great and juſt as of Onpe: 
nails gave me an extreme curiolity to ſee 
him, cſpecially when I knew he ſpoke 
F rench and Engliſh, and that I could talk 

with him. But tho' I had heard ſo much 
ef him I was as greatly ſurprized when 1 
ſaw him, as if I had heard nothing of him; 


ſo beyond.all report I found him. He 


came intothe room, and addreſſed himſelf 
to me, and ſome other woman, with the 
beſt grace in the world. He was pretty 
tall, but of a ſhape the moſt exact that 
can be fancied; the moſt famous ſtatua- 
ry, could not form the figure of a man 


more admirably turn? d from head to foot. 


His face was not of that brown talks 
black, which moſt of that nation, are, but 


a perfect ebony, or poliſhed jet. His eyes 

were the moſt awful that gen be ſeen, 
and very piercing; the white of em be- 
ing like ſnow, as were his teeth. His noſe 
was 0 and AF" inſtead of Aﬀr ican 
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and flat; his mouth the fineſt;ſhaped that 
could be ſeen, far from thoſe great turn d 
lips, which are 10 natural to the reſt of 
the negroes. The whole proportion and 
air of his face was fo nobly and exactly 
form'd, that bating his colour, there 
| couid be nothing in nature more beauti- 
ful, agreeable, and handſome. There 
was no one grace wanting, that bears the 
ſtandard of true beauty. His hair came 
| down to his fhoulders, by the aids of art, | 
| which was by pulling it out with a quill, 

and keeping it comb'd, of which he took 
| particular care. Nor did the perfections 
of his mind come: ſhort of thoſe of his 
perſon, for his diſcourſe was admirable 
upon almoſt any ſubject; and whoever 
had heard him ſpeak, would have been 
convinced of their errors, that all fine 
= wit is confined to the white men, eſpeci - 
1 ally to thoſe of Chriſtendom; and would 
bave confeſſed that Oronooko was as ca- 
pable even of reigning well, and of go- | 
verning as wiſely, had as great a ſoul, as 
politick maxim*, and was as ſenſible of | 
power, as any prince civilized in the moſt 
refin d ſchools of humanity and learning, 
'$ or the moſt iHuſtrious courts. 1 
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This prince, duch as 1 have deſcribed 


him, whoſe ſoul and body were ſo admir- 


ably adorned, was [while yet he was in 
the court of his grandfather, as I ſaid} 


as capable of 4 as 'twas poſſible for a 


brave and gallant man to be; and in ſay- 


ing that, I have named the higheſt degree 


of love; for ſure great ſouls are moſt ca- 


pable of that paſſion. 


I have already ſaid, the old general was 
killed by the ſhot of an arrow, by the ſide 
of this e in battle; and that Oro- 
nooko was made general. This old dead 
hero had one only daughter left of his 
race, a beauty, that to deſcribe her truly, 


one need only ſay, ſhe was female to the 


noble male; the beautiful black Venus 
to our young Mars; as charming in her 
perſon as he, and of delicate virtues. 1 
have ſeen a hundred white men ſighing 
after her, and making a thouſand yows at 
her feet, all in vain and unſucceſsful, and 
ſhe was indeed too great for any but 2 
prince of her own nation to adore. | 
Oronooko coming from the wars, 


(which were now ended) after he had 
made his court to his grandfather, he 


' Ag thought" 
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* 
thought in honour he ought to make 2 
viſit to Imoinda, the daughter of his foſter 
father, the dead general; to make ſome 
excuſes to her, becauſe his preſervation 
Was tlie occaiion of her father's death; 
and to preſent her with thoſe ſlaves that | 
had been taken in this laſt battle, as the 
trophies of her father's victortes. When 
W he came, attended by all the young ſol- 
diers of any merit, he was infinitely ſur- 
1 prited at, the beauty of this fair queen of 
night, whoſe face and perſon were ſo far 
exceeding all he ever-beheld, that lovely 
modeſty with which ſhe received: him, 
that ioſtneſs in her looks and ſighs, upon 
the melancholly occaſion of this honour 
that was done her by ſo great a man as 
Orooncko, and a prince of whom ſhe had 
heard ſucf admirable things; the awe— 
fulneſs wherewith ſhe received him, and 
me {weetnels of her words and behaviour 
W - while he ſtay d, gain'd a perfect conquelt | 
over his fierce heart, and made him feel 
the victor could be ſubdu'd. So that hav- 
ian made his firſt compliments, and pre- 
ſented her an hundred and fifty ſlaves in 
letter 55 he told her with his eyes, that Ho | 
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was not inſenſible of her charms; while . 
Imoinda, who wiſh'd for nothing more 
than ſo glerious a conqueſt, was pleaſed ; 
to believe, that ſhe underſtood. that filent 
language of new-born love; and, from 
that moment, put on all har additions to 


beauty. 


The prince retubrn'd oat with i 5 


ancther honour than before; - and though 


he did not ſpeak much of the fair Imoind 
he had the pleaſure to hear all his foliow- 
ers {peak of nothing but the charms of 
that maid; inſomuch, that, even in the 
preſence of the old king, they were ex 


tolling her, and heightning if poſſible the 
beauties they had found in her: ſo that 
nothing elſe was talk'd of, no other ſound 
was heard in every corner where there 
were whiſperers; but Imoinda! Imoinda 


*F will be imagined Oronooko ſtayed 


not long before he made his ſecond viſit; 


nor, conſidering his quality, not much 
longer before he told her, he.ador'd her. 


I have often heard him ſay, that he ad- | 
mired by what ſtrange infolration he came 
to talk things ſo ſoft and ſo paſſionate, 
* ho never knew love, nor was us d to the 


converſation 4 
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Il converſation of women'; ee Cto uſe his 


own words | he ſaid, < moſt happily, ſome 
© new, and, till then, unknown power, in- 


© ſtructed his heart and tongue in the lan- 


© guage of love; and at the fame tine; | 


in favour of him, inſpired Iominda with 
W © a ſenſe ef his paſſion.” She was touch'd 
with what he ſaid, and return'd it all in 
ſuch anſwers as went to his very heart, 
with a pleaſure unknown before. Nor 
did he uſe thoſe obligations ill, that love 
had done him, he turn'd all his happy mo- 
ments to the beſt advantage; and as he 
knew no vice, his flame aim*d at nothing 
but honour, if ſuch a diſtinction may be 
made in love ; and eſpecially in that coun- 

try, where men take to themſelves as 
many as they can mantain; and where 


the only crime and ſin againſt a woman, 
is to turn her off, to abandon her to want, | 


ſhame aud miſery : ſuch ill morals are 


only practiſed in chriſtian countries, where 


they pefer the bare name of religion; 
and, without virtue or morality, think 
that ſufficient. But Oronooko was none 
of thoſe profeſſors; but as he had right 
E notions of honour, 0 he made her ſuch 
propoſitlona 
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propof tions as were not only and barely 
{uch, but, contrary to the cuſtom of his 
country, he made her vows, ſhe ſhoutd be 

the only woman he would poſſels while 
he liv'd ; that no age or wrinkles ſhould 
incline him to change: for her ſoul would 
be always fine, and always young; and he 
ſhould have an eternal idea in his mind of 
the charms ſhe now bore; and ſhould look. | 


into his heart for that idea, when he 
could find it no longer in her face. 


Aſter a thouſand aſſurances of his laſt- 
ing flames, and her eternal empire over 
him, ſhe condeſcended to receive him for 
her huſpand; or rather, receive him as 
the greateſt honour the gods could do her. 
There is a certain ceremony in theſe 
caſts to be obſery*'d which I forgot to-aſk 
how 'twas perform' d; but *twas conclu= 
ded on both fides, that! in obedience to 
him, 'the grandfather was to be firſt made 
acquainted with the deſign : for they pay 
a moſt abſolute refigriation to the mon- 
arch, eſpecially when he is a parent alſo. 
On the other ſide, the old king, who had 
many wives, and many concubines, 
wanted not court flatterers to inſinuate 
into &4 
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For this young beauty; and who repre- 


ſented her to his fancy, as the moſt charm- 
ing he had ever poſſeſs'd. in all the long 


er of his numerous years. At this char- 


acter his, old heart, like an extinguiſh'd 
brand, moſt apt to take fire felt new {parks 


I love; and began to kindle; and now 


grown to his ſecond childhood, long' d 


[ | with impatience to behold this gay thing, 


with whom, alas! he could but innocently 
play. But how he ſhould be confirm*d ſhe 


b [- was this wonder beforc-he'us*dhis power 
to call her to court, [where maidens never 


came unleſs for the king's private uſe] he 


was next to conſider; and while he was ſo 


doing, he had intelligence brought him, 
that Imeinda was moſt certainly miſtrels to 
the prince Oroonoko. This gave him 
ſome chagrin: however it gave him alſo 


an opportunity, one day whenthe prince 
was a hunting, to wait on a man of qua- 


lity, as his flave and attendant, who 2 
go and make 2 preſent to Imoinda, 


from the the prince; he ſhould then u * 


e ſee this fair maid, and have an 


6 to hear what meſſage. ſhe 
would I 


ag-1i'l-t- 
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would return the prince for his preſdar, YF 


and from thence gather the ſtate of her 
heart, and degree of her inelination.— 
Tuns was _—_ in IGOR and the: old 


„ 


his e but — ſhould: 3 1 
ſome obſtacle to overcome her heart; for 
ſhe expreſſed her ſenſe of the preſent the 
prince had ſent her in terms ſo; ſweet, 
ſo ſoft and pretty; with an air of love and 


y that could not be diſſembled, inſor- 
much that ' twas paſt doubt whether ſhe 


lov'd Oroonoko entirely This gave the 
old king ſome affliftion,' but he ſalv'd it 
with this, that the obedience the people 
pay their king, was not at all inferior to 
what they paid their gods; and what 
love could not oblige Imoinda to e 
duty would compel her to. 
Hle was therefore no ſooner got into 
his apartment, but lie ſent the royal veil 
to Imoinda, that is the ceremony oflin- 
vitation; he' ſends the lady he has a mind 
to honour with his bed, a veil with which 
ſhe is covered, and ſecured for the King's " 
uſe ; and tis death: to dif obey ; "beſides , 

a moſt impious diſobedience. 5 — mY 
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and grief that ſeiz'd the lovely maid at 
this news and fight, However as delavs 
in theſe caſes are dangerous, and plead- 
ing worſe than treaſon; trembling, and 
almoſt fainting, ſhe was obliged to ſuffer 
henſelf to be covered, aud led away. 

They brought her — to court; and 
the king who had cauſed a very rich bath 
to be prepar'd, was led into it, where 


ceive this long' d for virgin; whom he 


they (after diſrobing her] led her to the 
bath, and making falt the doors, left her 
to Leſcend. The king without more 
cCourtſhip, bad her throw off her mantle, 
and come to his arms; but Imoinda all 
in tears, threw berfalf on the marble on 


to hear her. She told him as ſhe was a 


power to oblige her king; but as by the 
laws he could not, and from his royal 


his wedded wife; ſo ſhe believed ſhe 
mould 


i not to be imagined the pee 


4 he: fat under a Canopy, in ſtate, to re 


having commanded to be brought te him, 


the brink of the bath, and beſought him 


maid, how proud of the divine glory ſne 
ſhould have been, of baving it in her 


goodneſs would not take from any man 


Ov "» % 
1 4 A 
3 * * 
: 
— 
9 


would be the bende of making kin | | 


commit a great fin, if ſhe did not reveal 


her ſtate and condition; and tell him 
ſhe was another” s, and could not be ſo 
happy to be his. 

The king, enrag'd at this delay; baſtily 
demanded the name of the bold man, 
that had married a woman of her degree, 
without his conſent. Imoinda ſeeing his 
eyes fierce, and his hands tremble, (whe- 


|| ther with age or anger, I knew not, but 


ſhe fancy'd the laſt) alinoſt repenited ſhe 


had ſaid ſo much, for now ſhe fear'd the 


ſtorm would fall on the prince; ſhe there- 
fore ſaid a thouſand things to appeaſe the 
raging of his flame, and to prepare him 


to hear who it was with calmneſs : but be- 


fore ſhe ſpoke, he imagn'd who ſhe meant 
but would not ſeem to do ſo, but com- 


manded her to lay aſide her mantle, and 
fuffer herſelf to receive his careſſes, or, 


by his Gods he {wore, that happy man 


whom ſhe was going to name ſhould die, 


tho” it were even Oroonoko himſelf, — 
Therefore, (faid he) deny this marriage, 


and {wear thyſelf a maid. That (replyd 


— by all our powers 1 do; for I 
am 
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aim not yet known to my huſoand. *Tis 
enough, ſaid the king, tis enough, both 
do ſatisfy my conſcience and my heart.— 
And riſing from his ſeat, he went and Ie. 
led her into the bath; it being! in vain to In 
reſiſt. a1 
In this time, the prince who was re- Nei 
turn'd from hunting, went to viſit his 
Imoinda, but found her gone; and not 
only ſo, but heard ſhe had receiv'd the 
royal veil. This rais'd him to a ſtorm; N+ 
and in his madneſs, they had much to do + 
to ſave him from laying violent hands on 
himſelf. Force firſt prevail'd and then 
reaſon : they urg d all to him that might 
-eppole his rage: fs nothing weigh'd ſo 
greatly with him as the king's old age,. 
incapable of injuring him with Imoinda. . 
He would give way to that hope, be-. 
cauſe it pleas'd him moſt, and flatter' d 
beſt his eee Vet this ſerv?d not alto- {|< 
. gether to make him ceaſe his different. 
_ paſſions, which ſometimes rag'd within 
him and ſoftened into ſhowers, ?Twas ] 
not enough to appeaſe him, to tell him“ 
lis grandfather was old, and could not 
0 


at way injure him, while he retained 
E185 that 


that awful duty which the young men are 


us'd there to pay to their grave relations. 


He could not be convinced he had no 

cauſe to ſigh and mourn for the loſs of a 
miſtreſs, he could not with all his ſtrength 
and courage retrieve, and he would often 
cry, © Oh, my triends! were ſhe in wall'd 


cities, or confined from me in fortifica- 


tions of the greateſt ſtrength; did in- 


0 


chantments or monſters detain her from 


© me, I would venture thro'“ any hazard 
« to free her: But here in the arms of 
« 2 feeble old man, my youth, my-vio= 
lent love, my trade in arms, and all 


„ 
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0 


0 


my vait deſire of glory, avail me no- 


thing. Imoinda is as irrecoverably loſt 


to me, as if ſhe were ſnatchd by the 
cold arms of death: Oh! ſhe is never 
to be retrieved. If I would wait tedious 
years, till fate ſhould bow the old king 
to his grave, even that would not leave 
me Imoinda free; but {till that cuſtom. 


that makes it ſo vile a crime for a ſon I 


to marry his father's wives or miſtreſ- 
ſes; would hinder my happineſs; unleſs 


IJ would either ignobly ſet an ill preſi- 


Cc. 


dent to my ſucceſſors, or abandon my 
5 country "2 


wn © ſtory.” Te 


l | 1 juſt and lawful for him fo to do. 


huis hope; and to endeavour to learn from 


| very hard to get a fight of the women, 


country, and fly with her to ſome un- 
© known world who never heard our 


But it was objected to „bn that his tin 
caſe was not the ſame ; for Imoinda be- 
ing his lawful wife by ſolemn contract, 


*twas he was the injur'd man, and might 


if he ſo pleas'd, take Imoinda back, the 
breach of the law being on his grand- 
father's ſide; and that if he could cir- 
cumvent him, and redeem her from the 
Otan, which is the palace of the king“ 
women, a ſort of Seraglio, it was both 


This reaſoning had ſome force upon 
him, and he ſhould have been entirely 
comforted, but for the thought that ſhe 


was poſſeſſed by his grandfather. How-ſſth: 


ever, he lov'd her ſo well, that he was 
reſolve to believe what molt fayourcd 


Imoinda's -own mouth, what only ſhe 
could ſatisfy him in, whether ſhe was 
robb'd of that bleſſing which was only 
due to his faith and love. But as it was 


| oor no man ever entered into the Otan, I 


but 


=. | | I, 
but when the king went to entertain him- 
ſelf with ſome one of his wives or mi⸗ 
Wreſſes; and *twas death at any other 
time, for any other to go in) ſo he knew 
e · Inot how to contrive to get a ſight of heir. 


ct, While Oroonoko felt all the agonies of 


cht Move, and ſuffered. under a: torment tbe 
heftmoſt painful in the world, the old king 
as not exempted from his >ſhare of af- 
fiction. He was troubled, for having been 
forced, by an irreſiſtible paſſion, to rob his 
ſon of a treaſure, he knew, could not but 


he moſt beautiful that ever 1 been ſeen 


onfland had beſides, all the ſweetneſs and 
ly innocence of youth and modeſty, with a 


be extremely dear to him; ſince ſne was 


heficharm of wit ſurpaſſing all. He founded 


v Itnat however ſhe was fore'd to expoſe her 
vas lovely perſon to his wither'd arms, the 
<dfcould only ſigh and weep there, and think 


>nfſof Oroonoko; and oftentimes could not | 


ſhelſorbear ſpeaking of him, tho? ber life 
vaghwere by cuſtom forfeited, by owning her 
Nyfpaſſion. But ſhe ſpoke not of a lover 
aslonly, but of a prince dear to him to 

en, whom ſhe ſpoke; and. of the praiſes of a 
in, man, was "ra now, fill'd the old man's 
ut foul 


. unwelcome news, in all appearances, with 


30 
ou with: Fu at every recital of his bra- 
very, or even his name. And 'twas this 
dotage on our young hero, that gave Imo- 
inda a thouſand privileges to ſpeak of him 
without offending; and this condcicenſjon 
in the old king, that made her take the 
ſatisfaction of Eg: 7 67 him 556 very 
often. 

Beſides, ne many ee ae ret how 
thee prince bore himfelf; and thoſe of 
whom he aſk'd, being entirely {laves to 
the merits and virtnen of the prince, ſtill 
anſwered what they thought conduced beſt 
to his ſervice; which was, to make the 
old king fancy that the prince had no 
more intereſt in Imoinda, and had reſign'd 
her willingly to the pleaſurè of the king: 
that he diverted himſelf with his mathe- 
maticians, his ene his otficers, 
and his hunting. ; 

This pleas'd the old lover, who failed 
not ta report theſe things again to Imo- 
inda, that ſhe might, by the example of 
her young lover, withdraw her heart, and 
reſt better contented in his arms. But 
however. ſhe-was forced to receive this 


unconcern 


ra- 
this 
no- 
lim 
jon 
the 
ery 


till 
eſt 


he 


1 
unconcern and content; her heart was 
burſting within, and he was only happy 
when ſhe could get alone to vent Wer 998 
and moans with ſighs and tears. fit 1. 

What reports of the prince's . 1 
were made to the king, he thought good 
to juſtify, as far as poſſibly be could, by 
his actions; and when he appeared im the 
preſence of the king, he ſnewed a face 
not at all hetraying his heart: ſo that in 

a little time, the old man being entirely 
Sewinced that he was no longer a lover 
of Imoinda, he carried him with him in- 
to his train, to the Otan, often to banquet 
with his miſtreſſes. But as ſoon as he en- 
tered one day, into the apartment of Im- 


oinda, with the king, at the firſt glance, 


from her eyes, notwithſtanding all his de- 
termined reſolution, he was ready to ſink 
in the place where he ſtood; and had cer- 
tainly done ſo, but for the ſupport of A- 
boan, a young man who was next to him; 
which, with his change of countenance, 
had betrayed him, had the king chanced 
to look that way. And I have obferved, 

it is a very great error in thoſe who laugh 


when one lays, a negro. can change co- 
Jour 
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| tours; {for I have ſeen em as IT 
1 bluſh, and look pale, and that I ſaw as 


viſibly as ever I ſaw in the moſt beauti. 
ful 2 And tis certain, that both 
theſe changes were evident, this day in 
both theſe lovers. And Imoinda, Who 
law. with ſome joy the change in the 


prince's face; and found it in her own, 


ſtrove to divert the king from beholding 


either, by a forc'd 2 with which ſhe 


met him; which was a new wound in the 


heart of the Poor dying prince. But as 
Don as the king was buſied in looking on t. 


ſome fine thing of Imoinda's making, ſhe 
had time to tell the prince with her angry 


but love-darting eyes, that ſhe reſented f 
his coldneſs, and bemoan'd her own mi- 


8 


ſerable captivity. Nor were his eyes leſs 


| Ffilent, but anſwered hers again, as much | 


as eyes could do, inſtructed by the moſt 
tender and moſt paſſionate heart that ever 
lov'd : and they ſpoke ſo well, and ſo eff. 


fectually, as Imoinda no longer doubted 
but ſhe was the only delight and darling 


of that ſoul ſhe found pleading in him 


its right of love, which none was more 


willing to reſign than ſhe, And 'twas 
7 this 


this powerful language alone that in an 


ouls to — other; that they both 
found there wanted but en ea a 
make them both entirely happy. 
rhen he ſaw another door opened 185 
Onahal (a former old wife of the king's 
vho now had charge of Imoinda) and ſaw: 
he proſpect of a bed of ſtate made ready, 
he with 4weets: and flowers for the dalliance 
hellef the king, who immediately led the 
trembling victim from his ſight, into 


he wild frenz ies ſeized his heart! which 
Itoreing to keep within bounds, and to 
ed Puffer without ile, iwibecame the morg 
inſupportable, and rent his ſoul with ten 
6 [thouſand pains. He was forc'd to retire 


ch lto vent his groans where he fell down 


ot Jon a carpet, and lay ſtruggling à long 
time; and only breathing now and then, 
O Imoinda! When Onahal had finiſhed 
her neceſſary affairs within, ſhutting the 
door, ſhe came forth, to wait till the king 
called; and hearing ſome one ſighing in 
the other room, ſhe paſſed on, and found 
the oe» in that deplorable can 

Which 


lis 


« 
%, 
| We 


inſtant! conveyed all the thoughts of their 


on chat prepared repoſe; what rage! what 


j 
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gave him cordials, but all in vain; till 
finding the nature of his diſeaſe, by bit 
ſighs, and namingimoinda, the told him 0 
had not ſo much cauſe' as he imagined 
afflict himſelf: for if he knew the king io 
well as ſhe did, he would not looſe a mo- 
ment in jeaulyi; and that ſhe was con- 
fident that Imoinda bore, at this minute, 
part in his affliction. Aboan was of the 
ſame opinic..,, and both together perſuad- 
ed him to re- aſſume his courage; and all 
fitting down on the carpet, the prince 
ſaid fo many obliging things to Onahal, 


that he half perſuaded her tobe of his par- 7 


ty; and. ſhe promiſed him, ſhe would 
thus far comply with his juſt defires, that 

ſhe; would let Imoinda know how faith- 
ful he was, what he ſuffered, 
& | hedaid. 5 


This diſcourſe laſted till the king 8 


which gave Oroonoko a certain datisfac⸗ 


tion, and with the hope Onahal had niade 


him conceive, he aſſumed a look as gay 
as twas poſſible a man in his circum- 
ſtances could do; and preſently after, he 


was called with the reſt who waited with- 
out. 


A > 


which ſhe thought needed her aid. She 


and what 


W-.. | 
out. The king eommandephlußt to be 

brought, and ſeveral of his'young'wives 
and miſtreſſes came all together by his 
command, to dance before him; where 
Imoinda performed her part wich an air 
and grace as muck ſurpaſſing all the reſt 
as her beauty was above em, and receiv- 
ed the preſent ordained as a prize. The 
„prince was every moment more charmed 
OE with the new beauties'and graves. he be- 
d. held in the fair one; and while he gazed 
Ind the danced, Onahal nee 0 a 
CE window with Aboan. | gigs 

b This Onahal, as + Caidzc 1 one of the 
1 caſt miſtreſſes of the old king; and twas 
al theſe [ now- paſt-their” 'beauty]; that was 
TE made guardians or governantes to the 
new and the young ones, and whoſe bu- 
UH fineſs it was to teach them all thoſe wan- 
ton arts of love, with which they prevail- 
, ed and charmed heretofore in their turn; 
and who now treated the triumphing hap- 
"py ones with all the ſeverity, as to liber - 
ty and freedom, that was poſſible, in re- 
; venge of the honours they rob them of; 
8 envying them thoſe ſatnfactions, thoſe 


; en and preſents, that were once 
made 


* „ 16 
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made to themſelves, while youth and 

beauty laſted, and which they now faw t. 
paſs as it were regardleſs by, and paid u 
only to: the blooming. And certainly I tt 


nothing is more afflicting to a decayed ri 
beauty, than to behold i in itſelf declining in 
charms, that were once adored; and to fir 
find thoſe careſſes paid to new beauties, tb 
to which once ſhe laid claim; to hear de 
them whiſper as ſhe paſles by, that once thi 
was a delicate woman. Thoſe abandon'd [i fas 
ladies therefore endeavour to revenge all | ob 
the deſpights and decays of time, on theſe |} he 
flouriſhing: happy ones. And twas this I up 
ſeverity that: gave Oroonoko a thouſand m- 
l mould never prevail with Onahal for 
to ſee Imoinda. But, as I ſaid, ſhe was {ff thc 
now retired to a window. with Aboau. mc 
This young man was not only one of bre 
the beſt quality, but a man extremely I his 
well made, and beautiful; and coming 
often to attend the king to the Otan, he pri 
had ſubdued the heart of the antiquated Fou: 
Onahal, which: had not forgot. how. plea- Yam 
fant it was to be in love. And tho” ſhe Nove 
had ſome decays in her face, ſhe had ſou 
one in her ſenſe and wit; ſhe was there her 
ITT 5 agreeable 
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| agreeable ſtill even to Aboarits Jbuth: PS | 


tnat he took pleaſure in entertaining her 
with diſcourtes of love. He knew alto, 


that to make His court to theſe ſhe- favou- | 


rites, was the way to be great; theſe be- 


ing the -perſons 1 that do all aMfvies and but 


ſineſs and court. He had allo obſerved, 


that ſhe had given himiglances more ten- 


der and inviting than ſhe had done to o- 
thers of his quality. And now, when he 


aw that her favour could ſo abſolutely 


IJ oblige the prince, he failed not to ſigh in 


I ber car, and look with his eyes all ſoft 


upon her, and gave her hope that ſhe had 
made ſome impreſſion on his heart. He 
found her pleaſed at this, and making a 


thouſand advances to Find but the cere- 


mony ending, and the king departing. 


broke up the company for that * ane 


his converſation. | | 
Aboan failed not that night to tell the 
prince of his ſucceſs, and how advantage- 
ous the ſervice of Onahal might be to his 
amour with Imoinda. The prince Was 
overjoyed at this good news, and be- 
ſought him if it were poſſible, to careſs 
her ſo, as to engage her entirely, which _ 
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he could not fail to do, if he op 
with ber deſires for then [ſaid the prince] 
her life lying at your mercy, ſhe muſt 
grant you the requeſt you make in my 
behalf. Aboan ynderſtood him and aſ- 
ſured him he would make love ſo effec- 


tually, that he would defy the moſt ex- 
pert miſtreſs of the art, to find out whe- 
ther he diſſembled it, or had it really.— 


And 'twas with impatience they waited 
the next opportunity of going. to the 


Ihe wars came on, the time of taking 
the field approached ; ; and twas im poſſi- 


| 
for the prince to delay his going at the | 
head of his army to encounter the enemy; j 
ſo that every day ſeemed a tedious year fl : 
till he ſaw his Imoinda: for he believed 
he could not live, if he were forced all + 
way without being ſo happy. 'Twas q 


with im patience therefore that he expect: f 
ed the next viſit the kingwould make; 
and, CE to his wiſh, it was not 
long. 

The W of the eyes of theſe two 
Jozers had not paſſed ſo ſecretly, but ar 
old Jealous. lover apa * it 3 or rather, 


he 


be wanted not e who- told him 


Otan; he therefore urged Aboan to make 
himſelf ſo. to Onahal, that ſhe deferring 


| tween the prince and Aboap, they at- 


the Otan ; where, while the whole com- 


made to divert the king, Onahal angled | 


9 ] 


they, obſerved it: ſo that the prince was 
18 to the camp, and this was: the 
ſt viſit he found he ſhould make to the 


the beſt of this laſt effort, and to explain 


her enjoyment of her young lover no 
longer, might make way for the prince 
to ſpeak to Imoinda. . 5 

The whole affair being eo on be- 


tended the king, as the cuſtom was, to 


Pan was taken up in beholding the danc- 
ing, and antick poſtures the women royal 


out Aboan, whom ſhe found moſt pliable 
to her wiſh. When ſhe had him where 
ſhe believed ſhe could not be heard, ſhe 
ſighed to him, and ſoftly cry'd, Ah A- 
© boan ! when will you be ſenſible of my 
* pallion ? I confeſs it with my mouth, 
© becauſe I would not give my eyes the 


© lye.; and you have hut too much alrea- 


© dy perceived they have confeſſed; my 
B 2 © 6 NT 


lame; 3 nor would I kave you believe, 


r 


[6 that becauſe I am the abandoned mif- 
[© treſs of a king, J eſteem myſelf -zltoge- 


© T have ſtill a reſt of beauty enough en 
* paging, and have learned to pleaſe too 
well, not to be deſirable. I can have 
| « lovers ſill, but will have none but A- 
| © boan. + Madam, replied the'half- Feign- 
© ing youth; you have already, 1 my 
* eyes, found you can ſtill conquer ; and 
1 believe, tis in pity of me you con- 
e deſcend to the kind confeſſion. But 
© madam; words are uſed to but ſo ſmall 
a part of our country courtſhip, that 
tis rare one dan get ſo bappy an op- 
portunity as tô tell one's heart: and 
© thofe few minutes we have, are forced 
© to be [ſnatched for more certain proofs 
* of love than ſpeaking and fi ighing; and 
* ſuch I languiſh för! 51 2h 
He ſpoke with ſuch à tone, that e 
rr it true, and could not forbear be- 
lieving it; and being wholly tranſported 
with joy for having ſubdued the” fineſt 
of all the king's ſubjects te her deſires, 
ſhe took from her'ears'two large pearls, 


and commanded him to wear em in his. 
IS: oO He 


© ther diveſted of charms-: no, Aboan; * 


TRY 
ne would have refuſed them, crying, mas || 
dam, - theſe;are not the proofs, of your 
love that I expect; tis opportunity, tis 
3 lone hour only, that can make me hap- 
py. But forcing the pearls into his hand 
ſhe whiſpered: ſoftly: to him; Oh! do not 
fear a woman's — road when love ſets 

her a thinking. And preſſing his hand, 

y | the cry d, This night you ſhall be happy. 

Come to the gate of the orange- grove, 
behind the Otan, and I will be ready a- 
bout midnight to receive you. TWas 
thus agreed, and ſhe leſt him, that no 
notice might b taken of their ſpeaking 
together.. 
„The ladies were Kill n and the 
king laid on a carpet, with a great deal 
of pleaſure was beholding them, eſpeci- 
ally Imoinda, who that day appeared more 
lovely than ever; being enlivened with the 
good tidings Onahal had brought her, of 

- | the! conſtant. paſſion the prince had for 

d ber. The prince was laid on another 

ſt carpet at the other end of the room, wit 

s, | tis eyes fixed on, the object of his foul; 

and as ſhe turned or 2 ſo did they; 


s. and ſhe alone gave his eyes and ſoul their 
go 3 * | 
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niotions. Nr did Imoinda employ her 
eyes to any other uſe, than in beholding 
with infinite pleaſure the joy ſhe produc- 
[ed in 1hole of the prince: But while ſhe 
| was more regarding him than the ſteps 
me took, ſhe chanced to fall, and ſo near 
him, as that leaping with extreme force 
| from the carpet, he caught her in his 
arms as ſhe fell; and *twas viſible to the 
| whole preſent, the joy wherewith he re- 
ceived her. He claſped her cloſe to his 
boſom, and quite forgot that reverence 
that was due to the miſtreſs of a king, 


2 boldneſs of this nature. And had not 
the preſence of mind of Imoinda, fonder 


of his ſafety than her own, befriended 


him, in making a ſpring from his arms, 
and fell 'into her dance again, he had at 
that inſtant met his death; for the old 
king, Jealous to the laſt degree, roſe up 
in a rage, broke up the diverſion and led 
Imoinda to her apartment, ſent out word 
to the prince, to go immediately to the 
camp; and that if he were found another 


Night in court, he fhould ſuffer the n 


en for ** wikruders. 


8 You | 


and that puniſhment that is the reward of 


— . fed K had 
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e 
Vou may imagine how welcome this | 


news was to Oroonoko, whoſe unfſeaſon- 
able tranſport and careſs of Imoinda was 


| - blamed by all men that loved him; and 


now he perceived his fault, yet cried, 
that for ſuch another moment he would. 
be content to die. 

All the Otan was in diſorder ho ; 
this accident ; and Onahal was particular- 
ly concerned, »becaule on the prince's ſtay 
depended her happineſs ; for ſhe could 
no longer expect that of Aboan-: ſo that 
e'cr they departed, they contrived it ſo, 
that the prince and he ſhould both come 
that night to the grove of the Otan, which 
was all of oranges and citrons, and that 
there they would wait her orders. 

They parted thus with grief enough 
till night, leaving the king in poſſeſſion 
of the lovely maid. But nothing could 
appeaſe the jealouſy of the old lover, he 
would not be impoſed on, but would 
have it, that Imoinda'made a falſe ſtep, 
on purpoſe to fall into Oroonoko's bo- 
ſom, and that all things looked like a 
deſign on both ſides ; TY 'twas in vain 
ſhe * oteſted her innocence: he Was old 
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The king going to his apartment, {ent 
to know where the prince was, and if he 
intended to obey his command. The 


meſſenger returned, and told him he 


found the prince penſive, and altogether 
unprepared for the campaign; that he 
lay negligently on the ground, and an- 
| Gwercd very little. This confirmed the 
jealouſy of the: king, and he commanded 
that they ſhould very narrowly and pri- 
vately watch his motions; and that he 


ſhould not ſtir from his apartment, but 
one ſpy or other ſhould be employed to 
Watch him; ſo that the hour approach- 


ing wherein he was to go to the citron- 
grove; and taking only Aboan along 


with him him, he leaves his apartment 


and was watched to the very gate of the 


Otan; where he was ſeen to enter, and 


where they, left him, to e bark the 
tidings to the king 
Oroonoko aud Aboan: were no ee 
enmdicd, but Onahal led the prince to the 
apartment of Imainda.; who not know- 


ing any thing of her happineſs, Was laid 


7 | * 
& 5h In 


and enn and left her more than 
half aſſured that his fear was true. 
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chamber; to. make the beſt of his oppor 
tunity/ and took her dear Aboan to ber 


i 


own; where he: ſhewed the height of 


complaiſance for his prince, when to give 


him an opportunity, he ſuffered himſelf 


to be careſſed in bed by Onahal. 
The prince ſoftly awaked Imoinda, 


ewe not a little;{ſurprized with 3oy 


to find him there; and yet ſhe trembled 
with a thouſand fears. 1 believe he o- 
mitted ſaying nothing to this young maid - 
that might perſuade her to! ſuffer him to 
ſeize his own, and the rights of love. 
And I believe ſhe was not long reſiſting 


thoſe arms where the fo longed to be; 
and zhaving opportunity, night and Glence 


youth, love, and deſwe, he ſoon prevail'd 
and rayiſhed in ar moment what his old 
grandfather had been <ndeay ourivgs for 
10 many months. 

Tis not to be . the tits 
tion of theſe two lovers; nor the yows 
the; made him, that ſhe remaind a 
ſpotleſs maid till that night. And that 
What ſhe did with his grandfather had 
ne her of no part. of ks virgin, hon- 
"7 6 B 5 1 


"AY n 
in bed. But Onalial only left bim in ber i 
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Impoſſible to expreſs the tranſports he 


ſuffered, while he liſtened to a diſcourſe | 
10 charming from her loved lips; and 


claſped that body! in his arms, for whom 


he had ſo long languiſhed;z and nothing 


now afflicted him but his ſudden depar- 
ture from her; for he told her the ne- 


ceſſity, and his commands, but mould de- 


part ſatisfied in this, that ſince the old 
king had hitherto not been able to de- 
prive him of thoſe enjoyments which on- 
Ty belonged to him, he believed for the 
future * would be leſs able to injure | 


him; fo that abating the ſcandal of the 


Veil, Which was no otherwiſe ſo, than that 
ſhe was wife to another, he believed her ' 


Ae, even in the arms of the king and in- 


nocent; yet would he have ventured at 
the conqueſt of the world, and have given | 


it all to have had her avoided that honour 


of receiving the royal veil. * Twas thus, 
between a thouſand careſſes, that both 
' bemoan'd that hard fate of youth and 

eau, ſo liable to that eruel promotion; 
*twas | 


- bur; the Gods in mercy and Juſtice, "OM 
ing reſerved that for her plighted lord, 
to whom of right it belong'd. And tis 
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'twas a glory that could well have been 
ſpared here, tho deſired and aim'a at by | 
all the young females of that kingdom: 


tis 
wy But while they were thus fondly eme 
& ploy'd, forgetting how time ran/on, and 
14 F that the dawn muſt conduct him far away 


from his only happineſs, they heard a 
ig great noiſe in the Otan and unuſual voices 
of menz at which the prince, ſtarting from 
the arms of the frighted Imoinda, ran 6:3 
a little battle-ax he uſed to wear by his 
d fide ; and having not ſo much leiſure as 
to pot on his habit, he oppoſed himſelf 
againſt ſome who were already opening 
the door, which they did with ſo much 


0 | violence, that Or -oonoko was not able to: 
e defend it; but was forced to cry out 
t with a commanding voice, Whoeves 
ye are that have the boldnels to ate 

© tempt to approach this apartment 488 


rude ly; know, that I, the prince O- 
roonoko, will revenge it with the cer⸗ 
tain death of him that firſt enters, there - 
fore ſtand back, and know, this place 
is ſacred to love and me this night; to- 


morrow 'tis the king's. 3 
D's" os This 3 
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© command we are come, and being ſa- 


< tisfied by thy: voice, O prince, as much 
as if we had entered, we can report 
to the king the truth of all his fears, 
and leave thee to pyovide for. thy own. 


ſafety, as thou art adviſed by kby own 
friends. TH ; AT - 106 en — 4. 
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This he ſpoke with a voice-ſo * | 
and aſſure d, that they Nr retired from 
the door; but cry*d, © Tis by the kings 
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At theſe aN ta Menn od left | 
him to take a ſhort and ſad leave of his iſh 
Imoinda; ; who truſting in the ſtrength of 
her charms, believed ſhe ſhould appeale | 
the fury of a jealous king, by ſaying ſhe 
was ſurpriſed, and that it was by force he | 


got into her apartment. All her concern 
now was for his life, and therefore ſhe 


 haſtened him to the camp, and with much 


ado prevailed on him to 90. Nor was 
it ſhe alone that prevailed; Aboan and 
Onahal bath pleaded, and both aſſured 
him of a lye that ſnould be well enough 
contrived to ſecure Imoinda, So that at 


laſt, with a heart ſad as death, dying eyes 
and ſighing ſoul, Oroonoko departed, and 
t is . to the p. 


It 


KEE 


lt was not long after, the king 3 in per- 4 


ſon came to the Otan ; where, beholding ] 
Imoinda, with rage in his eyes, he up- 
braided her wickedneſs and perfidy; and 


threatning her royal lover, ſhe fell on 


her face at his feet, bedewing the floor | 


with her tears, and imploring his pardon 
for a fault, which ſhe had not with her 


„ Ly 


1o proſtrate with her 9 teſtity; 7 that 


unknown to her, he had broke into her 


apartment, and raviſned her. She ſpoke 
this much againſt her conſcience, but to 
ſave her own life, twas abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary ſhe ſhould feign this falſity. She 


knew it could not injure the prince, he 


being fled to an army that would ſtand 


by . againſt any - injuries that. ſhould ] 


. aſſault him. However, this laſt thought 


of Imoinda's being raviſhed, changed whe 


meaſures; of his revenge; "and whereas 


before he deſigned to be himſelf her exe- 
cutioner, he now reſolved the ſhould. not 


die. But as it is the greateſt crime in 


nature amongſt them, to touch a women 


after having been poſſeſſed by a ſon, a 
father, or a brother, fo pow he looked 
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Aae 'twas no matter Where. 
Inis cruel ſentence, worſe than death, 


me implored miglit be reverſed; but 

their prayers were vain, and it was put 
in execution accordingly, and that with | 
3 10 much ſecrecy, that none either without 
or within the Otan, knew any: tliing of 


ag abſence, or their deftiny 7 75 


The old king ne verthelefs exeeuted this 
nnen, a great deal of reluctancy; but he 


believed he had made a very great con- 


qneſt over himſelf, When he had once re- 
iobed. He believed now his love had 
been unjuſt; adhd that hegcould not ex- 
ect the gods orlcaptains of the clouds 
fas they cuil the unknown powers] would 
fuffer a better conſequenc from to: ill a 
cauſe. He now begins toihold Orbonoko | 
tous, v te "_ he had reafon' for 
2 | What 


on; Imelda as 4. 5 | zolluted thing Willy | 
unfit for bis eltibiates)) nor would he re- 
ſign her to his grandion, becauſe ſhe had 
received the yoyal: veil ; he therefore re- 
moves her from the Otan, with Onabal; 
whom he put into ſafe hands, with order 
they ſhould be both ſold off as flaves to 
another country, e either chriſtian or hea- | 
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ä 18 Wert ev ooh: bady could 
. ling how pol Rent nl 
was oeloved by the prince 3 even thoſe. 
confeſſed it now, who. ſaid the contrary 
before his flame was not ahated. So that; 
the king being old, and; not being able 
to defend himſelf in war, and, 18 


| ing no ſons of all his race, remaining. a- 3 


live, and only this. to maintain him. on 
his throne; and looking on this as a man 4 
diſobliged, firſt by eres of his miſtreſs. 
or rather wife, ; and. Now by depriving 


him wholly of her, he cargd might) 


I 4 4 &* $ þ@ 


father the offender, he began to len, 
him extremely of the contempt he had, 4 
in his rage, put on Imoinda. Beſid les, 
he conſidered, he ought in honour to have 
killed her for this qffence, if it had been 
one. He ought to have had ſo much ya-; 
lue and tele, for a maid af her; 
quality, as to have nobly ꝓut her to death 
and not to have ſold her like a common 
ſlave ; the greateſt revenge and moſt aw. 
graceful of any, and. to which they pre- 
try death, A thouſand. times, and eee 
B 8 8 . it; OY 


thing, Nee to himſelf or his old g grand- 
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that honour. Seeing there * 
certain that Orovandko'whioul wgury C- 

Ent this affront, he thought good to make 
ſome excuſe for his raſhneſs to him; and 
to tliat end, he ſent a meſſenger to the 
camp, with orders to treat with Him a- 
bout the As to f ain his rn] and 


© + #£ © 


' ſold, but Rays ut to death; for be 
| knew he ſhould ne er obtain his pardon 
for the other: 
When the meſſenger came, lie found 
the prince upon te p. point of engaging 
with tlie enemy; but as ſoon as he heard 
of the arrival ef the meſſenger, he com- 
manded him to his tent, where he em- 
brated hin, and feceived him with joy; 

Which was ſo6h abated by the down-caſt | 
looks of the meſſenges, who Was inſtant- 

ly demanded the Gatife by Oroonoko ; 
. impktient of delay, aſked a thouſ- 
and fone in” 2 fen and all concern; 
ing 1moitila. But their needed little re- 
türn; for he could almoſt anſwer him- | 
ſelk of all he demanded. from his ſight and 
"FER 
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neſs what he had to deliver to-him,. and; 


abs ee ans ting 1 
inces's feet, — Wange | 
.c ſubmiſſion. of, a man that bad; 


-lomething to implore which. he dreaded: 


to utter, beſought him to hear with calm-, 


to call up all his nyble and heroic. cour- 


age, to encounter with, his, words, and, 


defend himſelf, againſt!, the ungrateful 
things he had to relate. Oroondko fre- 


plied With a deep ſigh, and a languiſhing 


voice, I am armed againſt their; wort; 


efforts For I know. they, will tell me. 


Imoinda is no more And, after rhat vou 


may ſpare, the reſt. Then commanding 


him to riſe, he laid. himſelf on a carpet, 
under a rich pavilion, and remained a 
good while ſilent, and was hardly heard 

to ſigh. ' When he was come a little to 
himſelf, the meſſenger aſked him leave 
to deliver that part of his embaſſy which. 


the prince had not yet divined : And the 


prince cry'd, 1 permit thee—Then 8 f 
told him the aflictien the king was in, 
for the raſhneſs he had committed in 
cruelty to Imoinda, and how he deigned 
to alk pardon for his offence, ang to im- 
B 9 plore : 
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fs to touch His heart too ſem 

now all tlie gods could not reit o- an, 
but might compence him in glory, 
| which he begged he would purſue; and 
that death, that comrion revenger of all 


injuries, will ſdvn even the account be- 
tween him arid'a'fecble old man. | 


'2Orb6noko had him retirn his duty to 


his lord and matter, and'to aſſure him, 
there was no account of revenge to be ad- 


juſted between them : if there Was, he 


Was the aggreſſor. and that death would 


| pe Juſt, and, mtatrger his age, would ſee 


m righted; and he was contented to 


leave his ſhare of glory to youths more 


fortunate. and worthy of that favour 


from tlie gods: that henceforth he would 


never lift a weapon or draw a bow, but 
abandon the ſmall remains of Ys life 


to ſip hs and tears and the continual 
thoughts of what his lord and grandfather 


had thought good to ſend out of the 


wor! 5 With all that youth, that inno- 
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ng ſpoken this, whatever his | 


ers and men of the beſt rank 


cou. ; chey could not ralie him from 
the the carpet, or perſuade him to action 
and reſolutions of life; but commanding 
all to retire, he ſhut bimfet® into his pa- 
villion all that day, wlule the enemy 
was ready to engage; and wond' ring at 
the delay, the whole body: of the chief 
of the army then addreſfed themſelves to 
to him, and to whom they bad much ado 
to get admittance, They fell on their 
faces at the foot of his carpet; whiere 
they lay, and beſought him with earneſt 
prayers and tears to lead them forth to 
battle, and not let the enemy take ad- 
vantages of them; and implored him to 


| have regard to his glory, and to the world 


that depended on his courage and con- 
duct. But he made no other reply to 
all cheir ſupplications than this, That he 
had now no more buſineſs for glory; 
and for the world it was a trifle not worth = 
his care: Go, (continued he, fighing) 2 
and divide it amongſt you, and reap with 
joy what you ſo vainly prize, and leave. 


me to my more welcome deſtiny,” ene 
They. 3 


— s. 
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meer demanded wh 
Joi and whom he would cor 
room, that the confuſion o | 
| youth and power might not ruin. tocu 
order, and make them a prey to _ 
enemies. He replied, he would not giv 


chuſe the braveſt man amongſt them, let 


For, oh my friends, (ſays he) it is not 
titles make men brave or good; or birth 
that beſtows courage and generoſity, or 
makes the owner happy. Believe this 
when you behold Oroonoko the moſt 
wretched, and abandoned by fortune, of 
all the creation of the gods. So turn- 


more reply to ali they could . 
Rage Oro. | 


[|  fhon of their hearts, and the enemy to 


provide for their ſafety by any defence 
gr tho” _ were aſſured by ſome who 


himſelf that trouble but wiſheU;thew a: 


his quality: or birth be what it would: 


ing himſelf about, he would make no 


The army beholding their officers/ re- 

turn unſucceſsful, with lad faces and om- 
nious looks, that prefaged no good luck, 
ſuffered a thouſand fears to take poſſeſ- 


eome even upon them before they could 


bad 
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bad A mind to animate them, t 
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ſhould be immediately headed bes the 


prince; and that in the mean time Aboan 
had orders to command as general; yet 
they were fo diſmay' d for want of that 
great example of bravery, that they could 
make but a very feeble reſiſtance; and, 
at laſt, downright fled before the enemy 
who purſued them to the very tents, kil- 
ling them: nor could all Aboan's courage 
which that day gained him immortal glo- 
, ſhame em into a manly defence of 
themſelves. The guards. that were left 
behind about the prince” s tent, ſeeing the 
ſoldiers flee before the enemy, and ſcat- 


ter themſelves all over the plain, in great 
diſorder, made ſuch out- cries, as rouzed 


the prince from his am'rous flumber, in 
which he had remained buried for two *" 
days, without permittin any ſuſtenance * 
to approach him. But, in ſpite of all his 
reſolutions, he had not the conſtancy of 
grief to that degree, as to make him in- 
ſenſible of the anger of his army; and 


in that inſtant he leaped from his couch, 
and cr yd Come if we muſt die, let us 


g meet death tlie robleſt wy ; and * twill 
* be 


4 of * % 4 . V - Si, 
- 


* be more like Oraonoks to faded ung: 
Shim at an army's head, oppoſing the 
S torrent af a conquering foe; than lazi- 
It - by ona couch, to wait his lingering | 
| 4: pleaſure, and, die every moment by a 
© thouſand racking thoughts; or be tame- 
_< ly: be an enemy, and led a whin- 

= ing, love- ick ſlave to adorn the tri- 

© umphs of Jamoan, that young victer, 
S who already is entered peyond the ty 
< mits 1 have preſcribed-him.? _ 1 
While he was ſpeak ing; he ſuffered by 
people to dreſs him for the field; and 
lallying out of his pavilion, with more 
life and vigour in his countenance than 
ever he ſhewed, he appeared like ſome 
divine power deſcended to ſave his coun - 
try from deſtruction: and his people had 
purpoſelv put him on all things that might 
make him ſhine with moſt. ſplendor, to 
ſtrike a reverend awe into the beholders. 
He flew. into the thickeſt of thoſe that 
were purſuing his men,; and being ani- 
mated with deſpair, he fought as if he 
came on purpoſe to die, and did ſuch 
things ag will not be be lie ved that human 
* — Perf and ſuch. as 
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bh ſoon inſpired all the reſt with new: cou- 
rage, and new ardour. And now it was : 
that they began to fight indeed; and ſo 
as if they would not be' out- done even 
by their adored hero; who turning the 
tide of the victory, changing abſolutel7 
the fate of the day, gained an entire con- 
queſt: And Oroonoko' having the good | 
fortune to ſingle out Jamoan, he took 
him priſoner with bis own hand, having 
wounded him almoſt to death. ] 

This Jamoan afterwards became very 
2 to him, being a man very gallant, 
and of excellent graces, and fine parts; ſo 
that he never put him amongſt the rank 
„of captives as they uſed to do, without 
1 | diſtinction, for the common fale, or mar- 
t | ket, but kept him in his own court, where 
be retained nothing of the priſoner. but 
the name, and returned no more into 
t | his own country; ſo great an affection 
he took for Oroonoko, and byta thouſand 
tales and adventures Hh love and gallant- 
ry, flattered. his diſeaſe of  melancholly } 
| 
| 


| 
— 


A 


and languiſiment; which I have often 
beard him ſay, had certainly killed. tim, 
Ne for tlie converſation . this prince & 
Nedtab 8 | © Aboen 


Aboan; and the W governor he had 
from his childhood, of whom I had ſpoken 
before, and who was a man of meats 
wit, great ingenuity and learning; all 
which he had infuſed into his young pu- 
pil. This Frenchman was baniſhed. out 
of his own country, for ſome heretical 
notions he held; and tho? he was a man 
of very little religion, yet he had admir- 
able morals, and a brave ſoul. _. 

After the total defeat of n s ar- 
my, which all fled, or were left dead up- 
on the place, they ſpent ſome time in the 
camp; 3 Oroonoko chooſing rather to 
remain a while there in his tents 
than to enter into a palace, or live in a 
court where he had ſo lately ſuffered ſo 
great a loſs. The officers therefore, who 
ſaw and knew his cauſe of diſcontent, in- 
vented all forts of diverſions, and ſports 
to entertain their prince: ſo that what 
vith thoſe amuſements abroad, and others 
at home, that is, within their tents, with 
the perſuaſions, arguments, and care of 
his friends and ſervants that he more pe- 
culiarly prized, he wore off in time a 
great part of that. chagrin, and torture of 
- G- ? 


0 Bead a; 


- 
— 


—— — ˙*; 2 i", * 
. ͤ——v—-V—— 2 ——— ——ů— —— »» — 
0 — — — — — . - * — — 
"3 a * 8 N — ” 
— - 1 oY Sa es — — 
* 7 . N „ 
. ; 8 E 
. * 1 


Os a — — 


wy . . 


. w or. ns he. 


. ee 
—³3 «.. nn 
! E —— —ͤ we" Sa» err eaat 
* * 4 m 4 
% = 


5, n= K K band ens A he 


yo — 
2 
* 
. 


— 2 2 


. 


———— — —— ů ———— —_ 
K ͤ 


4 


— 3 
* — 
— 
—— — — 4 4 


—ůů— 


VO" 7 OI FR 2 ö — WW - N N 
* wks” ; ; 0 1 Y ' 
* 8 


deſpair, which the firſt efforts of Ae 4 
da's death had given him; inſomuch as 


having received a thouſand kind embaſſies 
from the king, and invitations to return 


to court, he obeyed, tho with no little 
reluctancy; and when he did ſo, there | 
was a viſible change in him, and for e 
long time he was much more melancho- 
ly than before. But time leſſens all ex- 
tremes, andi reduces them to mediums, 
and unconeern:3; but no motiyes of beau 
ties, tho? all endeavoured) it, could en- 
gage him in any ſort of amour, tho he 


had all the. invitations to it, both from 


bis own en and other amtipns and 


deſlens. % has gol Us; 


Oroonoko was I no o n er 2 Gon 1 
this laſt conqueſt, and received at court 
with all the joy and magnificence that 

could be expreſſed to a young victor, 
who was not only returned triumphant, | 
but beloved like a deity, than there ar- | 
rived in port an Engliſh veſſel.../ | 
The maſter of it had often * benn 
in theſe countries, and was, very well 
ee! to Orooncke, with y hom he had 
0 > fo {1 TH afficked 
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YH Cott of addreſs and converſation, better 
| bred, and more engaging, than moſt of 
that ſort of men are; ſo that he ſeemed 
rather never to have been bred out of a 
court, than almoſt all his life at ſea.— 


This captain therefore was always bet- 


ter received at court, than moſt of the 
traders to thoie countries were; ; and eſ- 
pecially by Oroonoko, who was more 
civilized, according to the European 
mode, than any other had been, and took 
more delight in the white nations; and, 


above all men of parts and wit. To this 


captain he ſold abundance of his ſlaves; 
and for the favour and eſteem he had for 


him, made him many preſents, and o- 


bliged him to ſtay at court as long as 


i 8 poſſibly. he could. Which the captain; 


ſeemed to take as a very great honour 
done him, entertaining the prince every 
day with globes and maps, and mathema- 


tical diſcourſes and inſtruments; eating, | 


drinking, hunting, and living with him 


with ſo much familiarity, that it was not 


# i 


5 


| | traificked for/aves, and nad aſed to do 
1 the lame with, his predeceſſors. n 
This commander was a man of a finer 


eee ee 


Seren 0 mw wn 
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ki 
155 de Abubeed but he bad gained very 


oung man. And the captain in return 
_ for all ilieſe mighty favours; beſouglit the | 


prince to honour his veſfel with his pre- 
ed ¶ ſence ſomie day or other at dinner, before | 
fa be ſhould Tet fail; which he condeſcend- 
ea to accept, and appointed his day. 

et- The captain on his part, failed not to 
the have all things in a readineſs, in the moſt 


greatly upon the heart of this gallant i 


el magnificent order he could poſſibly; ;and 


ore the day being come, the captain in his 
an boat, Aielliy adorned with carpets and 
ok velvet cuſhions; 'rowed 'to the ſhore; to 
nd, receive the prince; with another leug- 
bis boat, where was placed all his muſic | 
iind trumpets, with which Orooncko 
for vas extremely delighted; who met him 
on the ſhore, attended by his French go- 
vernor, jamoan, Aboan, and about an 
ain ¶ hundred of the nobleſt youths of the court: 
27 and after they had firſt carried the prince 
on board, the boats fetched the reſt off; 
aa where they found a very ſplendid treat, | 
with all ſorts of fine wines; and were as 
um well entertained,” as twas poſſible in ſuch 
4 2 to be. 
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he prince W drank hard of mock] cel 
1 ſeveral ſorts of wine, as did all the $9 
reſt, (for great care was taken they ſhould | 5 
Want nothing of that part, of the enter- 
tainment) was very merry, and in great Jof 
| admiration of the ſhip, for he had never a 
been in one. before; fo that he was cu- In 
rious.in beholding every place where he n 
decently might deſcend. - The reſt no ſeſs to 
curious, who were not quite overcome 
with drinking, rambled at their pleaſpre ane 
fore and aft, as their fancies; guided em: ter 
10: that the captain, who had well: laid 
his. deſign before, gave the word, and 
ec on all his, gueſts; they clapping C 
| Brat irons ſuddenly on the prince, when 
he was leaped down into the hold, to yiew | *E* 
dhat part of the veſſel, and locking: him 
flaſt down, ſecured him. The ſame trea- 
chery was uſed to all the reſt, and all 
in one inſtant, in ſeveral places of the 
hip, were laſhed faſt in irons, and betray- toi 
ed to ſlavery. That great deſign over 
they ſet all hands at work to haiſt ſail; 
end with as treacherous as fair a wil 
they made * The ſhore with —_ Wi oY 
i i Gt 


7 


9 
Len, a glorious prize, who thoughe: of 


nothing leſs than ſuch an entertainment. 
Some have commended this act as brave 


n the captain; but Iwill ſpare my ſenſe 


Jof it, and leave it to my reader to judge 


as be pleaſes. It may be eaſily gueſſed 
in what manner the prince reſented this 
indignity, who may be beſt reſembled 


Ito a lion taken in a toil; 10 he raged, 
Iſo he ſtruggled for liberty but all in vain: 
and they had ſo wiſely managed his fet- 


ters, that he could not viſe a hand in his 
defence, to quit himſelf of a life that 
would by no means endure ſlavery; nor 
could he move from the place where he 
was tied, to any ſolid part of the ſhip, 


Iagainſt which he might have beat his head 


and have finiſhed his diſgrace that way. 


{So that being deprived of all other means 


he reſolved: to periſh for want of food; 
and pleaſed at laſt with that thought and | 
toiled and tired by rage and e. 
he laid himſelf down, and ſullenly re- 
ſolved upon dying, and refuſed all 1 things 
that were ROUGE. him. l, 
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( 66 ) PE GIA n 
This did not a little vex the captain, 
and more ſo as he found almoſt all of 
them of the ſame humour; ſo that the Gti 
loſs of ſo many brave flaves, ſo tall and 
goodly to behold, would have been very 
conſiderable; he therefore ordered one e 
of his men to go from him (for he would Him 
not be ſeen himſelf) to Oroonoko, and hit 
to aſſure him, he was afflicted for having No! 
raſhly done ſo unhoſpitable a deed, al 
which could not be now remedied, Has an 
they were ſo far from ſhore; but ſince 
he reſented it in ſo high a. ihatitr e, he al- treſſ 
ſured him he would revoke his reſolu- 
tion, and ſet both him and his friends 
aſhore on the next land they touched at; ng 
and of this the meſſenger gave him his ruſ 
oath, provided he would reſolve to live. Ia m 
And Oroonoks, whoſe honour was ſuch yod 
as he never had violated a word in his epl 
life himſelf, much leſs a ſolemn aſſe- capt 
veration, believed i in an inſtant what thiswor 
man ſaid, but replied, he expected for afſhim 
confirmation: of this, to have his ſhame-ſſered 
ful fetters diſmiſſed. This demand was told 
carried to the captain; who returnedſeaſic 


him anſwer, that the offence bad been ſof bad 
| gr cat | 


hat he durſt not traſt him with liberty 
chile he remained in the ſhip, for ſear, 


nd Beſt! by a valour natural to him, and a 
ry Tevenge that would animate that valour, 


ne he might commit ſome outrage fatal to 
1d himſelf, and the king his maſter to whom 
nd the veſſel did belong. To'this Oroono- 
"rf ko replied, he would engage his honour 

to behave - himſelf in all friendly order 
ce ſand manner, and obey the command of 
ce the captain, as he was lord of the king's 


{- freſſel, and general of thoſe men under 7 


U- his edituaunt). 
ds This was delivered to ny gin Abtibee 
t; ing captain, who could not reſolve to 


is ruſt a heathen, he ſaid, upon his parole, 


e. z man that had no ſenſe or notion of the 
ch god that he worſhipped. Orooncko then 
JE eplied, he was very ſorry to hear that the 
e- captain pretended to the knowledge and 
1SIworſhip of any Gods, who had taught 
him no better prineiples, than not to 
credit as he would be credited; but they 
told him the difference of their faith 6c- 
caſioned that diſtruſt ; for the captain 
al a to him upon the word of 


| ſs | ( 57 ä : n * 
Feat which he had put upon the prince, 
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world to come. 


Oroonoko) let him know, I ſwear by 
my bonour; which to violate, would 


= 
20 


a chriſtian, on Geomm, in the. name, ofþiig 
a great God; which if he ſhould violzte$cf 
he muſt. expect atenbal torments in the aj 
ls that all the obliga: Ib 
© he has to be: juſt to bis .oath ? (reply d 


it 
, 
wh 
not only render me contemptible and |thi! 
deſpiſed by all brave and honeſt men, [cor 
and for give myſelf; perpetyal pain, but ſtlie 
it would be etervaliy offending. and dif- not 
+ ;pleaſing all mankind; harming betray-[tol 
ing, circumventing, and outraging alllact 
© men. But puniſhments, 'hercafter are] but 
<, ſuffered by one's ſelf; and the worldſ can 

takes no cognizance whether this GodJ wh: 
« has revenged them or not, tis done ſo] his 

« exretly, and deferr'd ſo long; . whileſ the 
«. the man of no honour ſuffers every up 


_ <£;moment the ſcorn and contempt of theſ {ins 


<.-hogeſter 2 yon dies every day ig} * 
„ nominiouſſy in, his fame, which is]lig: 


$1 more kd —— life. I ſpeak notſ ve 
this to move belief, but to ſhew you cor 
< miſtake, „hen you imagine, that hef hae 
he, would violate his honour, willthe 
Akęgep his ward; with his gods.“ So turm tis 
5 . ing 


18 from! him wth: a dildainful nls, he 


0 


ate ae to anſwer him, wien he urged 
the im to know what anſwer he ſhould carry 
back to his captain; ſo that he departed 


dvithout ſaying any more. 

by] The captain pondering and conſulting | 
uld [what to do, it was concluded that no- 

nd thing but Oroonoko's liberty would en- 
en, courage any of the reſt to eat, except 
but [the Frenchman; whom the captain could 
lif- [not pretend to keep priſoner, but only 
ay. [told him he was fecur ed, becauſe he might 
all act ſomething in favour of the prince; 3 
zre] but that he ſhould be freed as ſoon as he 
rid came to land. So that he concluded it 
od wholly" neceſſary to free the prince from 
ſo[kis irons, that he might ſhew himſelf to 
ile the reſt; that they might have an eye 
ry | upon him; and that they could not Tear 4 2 
theſ iingle- man. 

ig: This being reſolved, to make the 565 


50 


is} ligation the greater, the captain himſelf , *©N 
tf went' to Orovooko'; where, after many 
ouf compliments, and alfurances of what he 
ef had already promiſed, 'be receiving from 
ville prince his parole, and his hand, for 
tis gaod — diſmiſſed his irons, 


ng 


and 


RJ 4+ | nb 


and brought him to his own cabin; whereſhi! 
after having treated and repoſed bim abr 
while, (for he had neither eat nor fley 
for four days before) he beſought himſeat 
to viſt thoſe obſtinate people in chains lan. 
who refuſed all manner of ſuſtenance j ſſin 


* 


and intreated. him to oblige them to eat | pr! 
and aſſure them of their liberty the firſt 
opportunity. _ | © wins 
Oroonoko, who was too generous not} 
to give credit to his words, ſhewed him-|for 
ſelf to his people, who were tranſported du 
with exceſs of joy at the ſight of theiiſ no 


Th. rel tin, that they dale not ſufer 5 =. 
z[when it was for his repoſe and ſafety, 
len After this, they no longer refuſed to 
him eat, but took what was brought them, 
ing and were pleaſed with their captivity, 
ce; ſince by it they hoped to redeem the 
eat | prince, who, all the reſt of the yoyage, 
frk was treated with all the reſpect due to 
mis birth, tho' nothing could divert his 
not melancholly ; ; and he would often ſigh 
im for Imoinda, and think this a puniſhment 
tell due to his misfortunes, i in having left that 
ei} noble maid behind him, that fatal night 
andſ in the Otan, when he fled to the camp. 
ng, Poſſeſſed with a thouſand thoughts of 

>m, paſt joys with this fair young perſon, and 
ins a thouſand griefs for her eternal loſs, he 

om endured a tedious voyage, and at laſt ar- 

2nd] rived at the mouth of the river of Suri- 

ter nam, a colony belonging to the King of 

ip) England, and where they were to deliver 
ain ſome part of their ſlaves. There the 
re. merchants and gentlemen of the country 


m. flaves they had alredy agreed on; and, 
rell amongſt thoſe, the overſeers of thaſs: 
m, plantations where I then chanc d to be: 
7 The 


5 

= 

tl going on board, to demand thoſe lots of | 
| 


a Won 
hc captain, who had given the word b 
order'd his men to bring up thoſe noble ti 
flaves in fetters whom I have ſpoken of te 
and having put em, ſome in one and} hi 
ſome in other lots with women and chil. u: 
I dren, (which they call Pickaninies) they 
fold them off as flaves, to ſeveral mer- w 
_ chants and gentlemen ; not putting any] le 
two in one lot, becauſe they wonldf ce 
{ſeparate em far from each other; nor tt 
_ daring to truſt em upon contriving fomeſ n. 
great action, to the ruin of the colony. 
Oroonoko was firſt ſeiz'd on, and ſold a 
to our overſeer, who had the firſt lot, w 
with ſeventeen more of all ſorts and'{izesſ} fit 
but not one of quality with him. When p: 
he ſaw this, he found what they meant; m 
| for, as I ſaid, he underſtood Engliſh pretty th 
well; and being wholly unarm'd and de-] ta 
1 fenceleſs, ſo as it was in vain to make any ve 
[!] reſiſtance; he only beheld the captain withf he 
a look all fierce and diſdained, upbraidingl ſo 
him with eyes that forc'd bluſhes on bis] hi 


— 
. 


«| guilty checks, and ery'd in paſting over lo 
| the ſide of the ſhip; * Farewel, Sir, tis in 
i worth my ſufferings to gain ſo true af} be 
Kkonwledge, both of you, and of your 800 W 


. | aj . 1 3 
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4 nn ſwear, And deſiring hols. 


that held hin to forbear their pains, and 


telling 'em he would make no zeliftapce, 


he cry'd Come, my fellow-ſlaves, let 


us deſcend, and ſee if we can meet with 


more honour and honeſty in the next 


world we ſhall touch upon. So he nimbly I 


leapt into the boat, and ſhewing no more 
concern, ſuffer d himſelf to be row id up 
the river, with his ſeventeen Sn 


nions. 
„The gentleman that boughe him, was. 
a young Corniſh gentleman, whoſe name 


was Trefry; a man of great wit, and 
fine learning, and was cariied into thoſe 
parts by the Lord 


he fixed his eyes on him, and finding 


ſomething ſo extraordinary in his face, 
his ſhape and his mien, a greatneſs. of 
look, and haughtineſs in his air, and find- 
ing he ſpoke Engliſh, had a great mind to | 
be enquiring into his quality and fortune; 
WS though Oroonoko cndeavoured to 

bd hide 


*. 


„Governor, to 
wanage all his affairs. He reflecting on 
the lalt words of Oroonoko to the cap- 
tain, and beholding the richneſs of his 
veſt, no ſooner came into the boat, but 
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found he was yet ſomething greater than 


he confeſſed; and from that moment be- 
gan to coriceiveſs vaſt an eſteem for him 


that he ever after loved him as his deareſt 


— 


hide, by only e he was Abbe 
the rank" 6f coninion loves! Trefi'y ſoon 


brother, „aud frewed him all the civili- 


3 ties d. lie to ſo great a man. 
Trefry was a very good wathenraths 


eien, anch a linguiſt; : could {peak French 
22d Spaniſh; and in the three days they 


remained in the boat, (for ſo long were 


they going fi om the ſhip to the planta- 


tion) he entertained Oroonoko fo agree- 
ably with his art and diſcourte, that he 


was no lets pleated with Trefry, than 


he was with the prince ;*and he thought 


himſelf, at leaſt, fortunate in this, that 
ſince he was a ſlave, as long as he could 
ſufler himſelf to remain ſo, he had a man 
of ſo excellent wit and parts for a mal- 
ter. So that before they had finiſhed 
their voyage up the river, he made no 
{c:uple of declaring to. Trefry all his 
. fortunes, and molt part of what, I have 
here related, and put himſelf wholly in- 


to the hands of his new fi iend, who he 
Found 


— 
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1 
found reſented all ine injuries done bs 


% 


3 . 1 


* him, 2 702 Was charmed with, all the 
on 
e. || recited with that ug and. Goats” 


| lenle, as wholly vanquiſhed him, and | 

ft ſubdued him to his intereſt;-And he pro- 
miled' him, on his word and honour, he 

would find the means to.re- conduct him 

. to his own country again; aſſuring him 

ch || be he had a perfect abhorrence of ſo diſhio- 

ey! nourable au action; ; and that he would 

” | ſooner have died, than have been the 


1 : | author of ſuch a perfidy. He found the 
e. | prince was very much concerned to know 
3 what became of his friends, and how 
an they took their ſlavery; and Trefi y pro- 


mited to take care about the enquiring 
g after their condition, and that he ſhould 
d Pave an account of them. _ | 
Tho as Oreonoko afterwards ſaid, he 
off had little reaſon to credit the words of ; A 
ed! Backearary ; yet he knew not why, but 
he ſaw a kind of ſincerity, and awful 
nis truth in the face of Trefry ; he ſaw ho- 
neſty in his eyes, and he found him wiſe 


and Ty enough to under ſtand honour: 
. OL for 


Jig "og it was ole EP Te pee A man of 
Wit could not be a Knabe or villain. 
In their paſſage up the river, they put 


| | in at ſeveral houſes for. refreſhment; and 


ever when they landed, numbers of peo. 
ple would flock to Behold this man : not 
but their eves were daily entertained with 
the ſight of ſla ves; but the fame of Oroo. 
noko was gone before him, and all peo- 
ple were in admiration of his beauty. — 
Beides he had a rich habit on, in which 
he was taken, o different from the reſt, 
and which the captain could not ſtrip Bim 
of, becauſe he was forced to ſurprize his 
perſon in the minute he ſold him. When 
he found his habit made' him liable as he 
thought, to be gazed. at the more, he 
begged of Lrefry to give him ſomething 
more befitting a ſlave, which he did, and 
took off his robes: neverthelefs he ſhone 
through all, and his Ofeubrigs (a ſort of 
brown Holland ſuit he had on) could 
not conceal the graces of his looks and 
mien ; and he had no leſs admirers than 
when "be had his dazling habit on: the 
| royal youth a ppeared i in ſpite of the flave, 


and ele could not. help treating him 
after 
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| cves dls © com 
his behaviour ingnua 5 
ot F foul. So that there was nok fig ta 
ith of but this young and gallant 1:86, eV 
by thoſe who yet knew not thai he 
a prince. 
I ought to tell you, that the chrfltens | 
81 never buy any flaves but they give them 
lt, | ſome name of their own, their native 
im ones being likely very barbarous aer 
his to pronounce ; ſo that Mr. Trefry gave 
zen Oroonoko that of Cæſar: which name 
he will live in that Country as long as that 
he (ſcarce more) glorious one of the great 
ng Roman: for tis moſt evident he n 
ind no part of the perſonal courage of that 
7 Czfar, and acted things as MEmor able, 
| had they been done in ſome part of the 
world repleniined with people and hiſto- 
0d rians, that might have given him his due. 
aan But his misfortune: was, to fall into; an 
the obſcure world, that afforded only a fe- | 


VOY male pen to celebrate his fame; tho% E 
ny doubt not but it had lived from others 
rer $53 .C " endeayours 
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— if the Dutch, 15 
ately after his tink Fox: at county; 
nad not killed, - b d, and diſperſed 
all oe chat Wy Sable of giving the 
an's life, W better 
n T he ne. And Mr T refry, Who 
| BY died before he began it, and 
ed himſelf for not having under- 
took it in time. 
For the future therefore I muſt call O- 
roonoko, Cæſar; ſince by that name only 
he was known in our weſtern world, and 
by that name he was recei ved on ſhore 
Fat Parham-houte, where he was deſtined 
| is a ſlave. But if the king himſelf (God 
pbleſs him) had come on ſhore, there could 
0 not have been greater expectations by all 
"the whole plantation, and thoſe neigh- 
* bouring ones, than was on ours at that 
time; and he was received more like 4 
governor than a flave: notwithſtanding 
as the cuſtom was, they aſſigned him his 
portion of land, his houſe and his buſi- 
neſs up in the plantations. But as it was 
more for form than any deſign to put him 
to his taſk, he endured no more of the 


ſlave but the name, and remained ſome 
as, © days 
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j- | in the how j; receiving, all Saw. chaps . 
y, were made Aich. ithout ſtirring towards | 
d that part of the Nana Mbers * ne ; 
i | proces were. E 
er At laſt, he 1 ab go view. "To 


10 and, his houſe, and the buſineſs aſſigned 
id him But he no ſooner came to the houtes ' 
r- | of the ſlaves, which are like a litJe town 
by itſelf, the negroes having all left work 
)- but they all came. farth to behold him, 
ly and found he was that prince who'had at 
nd ſeveral times, ſold maſt of them to theſe 
re parts; and from a veneration they pay 
ed to great men, eſpecially if they know 4 
od | them, and from the ſurprize and awe they 
14 had at the fight of him, they all caſt them- 
an! ſelves at his feet, and ing out, in their bid 
n- language. Live, O king Long live, O 4 
at T king! and kiſſing his feet, paid him R 5 
divine homage. 'J 
ng Several Engliſh zentlemen were a | 
us him, and what Mr. Trefry had told em 
G-M was here confirm'd : of which he himſelf 
as before had no other witneſs than Cæſar, 
m bimſelf; But he was infinitely glad to 
he find his grandeur confirmed by the ado- 
ne ration of all the flaves. 5 
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Ee Troubled with t wah ovrfejoy, | 
a dvere&emony, eu; ght em to riſe, 
and to tecctverinmas heir fellow- für 
aſſuring them he was no better. At 
which they ſet up with one accord a moſt 
terrible and hideous mourning and con- 
ne which he and the Engliſh had 
much ada to appeaſe: but at laſt they 
rend with them, and they prepar'd 


all their barbarous muſick, and every one 
kill'd and dreſs'd ſomething of his own 


ſtock [for every family has their land a- 

paxt, on which, at their leiſure- times, they 
breed all catable thin gs] and clubbing it 
together, made a moſt magnificent ſupper 


1 -Inviting their grandee captain theii prince 


ko honour it with his preſence; which he 


g Aid. and ſeveral Engliſh with him, where 


-*they all waited on him, ſome playing, 
others dancing before him all the time, 
according to the manners of their ſeveral, 
nations, and with unwearied induſtry 
ende avouring to pleaſe and delight him. 
While they ſet at meat, Mr. Trefry told 
Cæſar, that moſt of theſe. young ſlaves 


were undone in love with a fine ſhe flave, 


whom they had had about ſix months on 
„ thei 
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1% * : The prince, who never ved 
the name af love without a ſigh; nor an 
mention of it without the curioſity of 
examining further into that tale, which 
of all diſcourſes was oY, agreeable to 


him, aſked how they came to be io un- 


happy, as to be all undone for one fair 
ſlave? Trefry, who was naturally amorous 


and delighted to talk of love as well as 
any body, proceeded to tell him, they 


had the moſt charming Black that ever 
was beheld. on their plantation, about 
fifteen or ſixteen years old, as he gueſs d. 
that for his part he had done nothing but 
ſigh for her ever ſince ſhe came; and that 


all the white beauties he had feng never 


charm'd him ſo abſolutely as this tine 
creature had done; and that no man, of 
any nation, ever beheld her, that did not 


fall in love with her and that ſhe had all 
the ſlaves perpetually at her feet; and 


the whole country reſounded with the 


fame of Clemene, for ſo (ſaid he) we 
have chriſten'd. her : but ſhe denies us all 
with ſuch a noble diſdain, that tis a 

miracle to ſee, that ſhe who can give fuch 


ans * ſhould berſelf be all ice: 
Cc 2 ' and 
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Fand all unconcern. She is nnd an | 


the moſt graceful modeſty that ever beau- 
I tify'd youth; the ſofteſt ſigher=----that, 


if ſhe were capable of love, one would 
ſwear ſhe languiſh'd for ſome abſent 


| appy man; and ſo retired, as if ſhe fear'd 
A rape even from the God of day, or that 


| the breezes would ſteal kiſſes from her, 


delicate mouth. Her taſk of work, ſome - 


' Gighing lover every day makes it his peti- 


tion to perform for her; which ſhe accepts 


bluſhing, and with reluQancy, for fear 


he will aſk her a look for a recompence, 


| which he dares not perſume to hope; 10 
great an awe ihe ſtrikes into the fearts 
of her admirers. * I do not wonder (re- 


* ply'd the prince) that Clemene ſhould | 


* refuſe ſlaves, being, as you ſay, lo 
©beantiful, but wonder how ſhe eſcapes 
c thoſe that can entertain her as you can 


do; or why, being your ſlave, you do 
. © not "oblige her to yield? I confeſs (ſaid 
| © Trefry) "when I have againſt her will, 
© entertained her with love ſo long, as to 
is © be tran{ported with my paſſion even 


above degency, | have been ready to 


0 make uſe of thoſe "ay antages of ſtreugth 
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at his civility. to a fave, and Cæſar on- 
ly applauded the nobleneſs, of his paſ--| 


paſſed they this. night. after having re- 
ceived from the ſlaves all imaginable re 


walk when the heat was allayed, and dey ? 
ſignedly carried him by the cottage of the 
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Tao ce a. has n me; Bas 
Oh! ſhe diſarms me with that modeſty 
and weeping, {6 tender and ſo W 
that I retire, and thank my ſtars ſhe 
overcame me.” Tue company laugh'd} 


{ion and nature, ſince that ſave might bel 
noble, or what was better, have true no- 
tions of honour and virtue in her. Thus 


ſpe& and obedjence.._-.. 
The next day, Trefry alked Cæſar td. 


fair ſlave; and told him, ſhe whom he 
{poke of laſt night lived there retired Þ 


But (ſays he) 1 ps, not with you td 


approach; for I am ſure you will be i in 


love as ſoon as you behold her. Cæſa 


aſſured him, he was proof againſt all the Fx 
ions of that ſex ; and that if he ima 
ec his heart emals be fo perfidious t- 


e again after Imoinda, he belicved h 
mould tear it ſrom his boſom. They haf 
no ſooner ſpoke, but a little bock -d 
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F chat bad been given Clemeye, Wich 
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ſhe. took great delight in, ran out; 1d 
ſhe, not knowing any body Was there, 
ran-to get it in again, and bolted out on 
© thoſe who were juſt ſpeaking of her: 
When ſeeing them ſhe would have run in 
again, but Trefry caught her by the hand 
and cry d Clemene, however you fly a 
ver, you ought to pay ſome reſpect to 
this ſtranger, (pointing to Cæſar): But 


mme, as if ſhe had reſolved never to raiſe 


her eyes to the face of a man again, bent 
them the more to the earth when he ſpoke 


and gave the prince the leiſure to look 


the more at her. I here needed no long 
gazing, or conſideration, to examine who 


this fair creature was; he ſoon {aw Imo- 


inda all over her, in a minute he ſaw her 
face, her ſhape, her air, her modeſty, and 
all that called forthhis ſoul with joy at 
his eyes, and. left his body almoſt deſti- 
tute of life : it ſtood without motion, and 
_ a minute knew not that it had a be- 
and, I believe, he had never come 

to bibel {o oppreſſed he was with over- | 
joy, if he had not met with this allay, 


hat he n b fall dead in the 


: hands 


Mu W. rely. This N pls 
and he ran to her aid, and caught her in 
his arms, where by degrges the came to 
herſelf; and” tis needleis to tell with What 
* anf ports, what extafies of joy, they 


but at the ſame time they proteſted, that. 
even fetters and ſſavery were ſoft. 1] 


and pleaſure, while they could be ſo hap- 
make good their vows. Cæſar ſwore he. 
ſpiſed grandeur and pomp, thoſe vanities. | 


of her ſex, when ſhe could gaze on O- 
reonoko. He adored the very cottage 


85 


both a while beheld cach cher, without 


ſpeaking ; ; then ſnatched, each other to 
their arms; then gaze again. as if they , 


ſtill doubted whether they, polleſſed the 


blelling they graſped : but when they re- 
covered their ſpeech, tis not to be ima- 


gined what tender things they expreſſed 
to each other; wondering what ſtrange , 
fete had brought them again together: I 
They ſoon inform'd each "other of their 
fortunes and equally bewailed their fate; 


eaſy, and would be ſupported with joy 
py to poſſeſs each other, and to be able to ; 


diſdained the empire of the world, while 
he could behold his Imoinda; and ſhe de- 


(; 7 55 where 


th” » 
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ee he * pic | Laid, that ee 
inch of the world would give him more 
Happineſs than all the univerſe could ao; 
and ſhe vowed it was a palace, while a- 
- fofend with the preſence of Oroonoko. 
Trefry was infinitely pleaſed with this 
69 l, and found this Clemene was the 
fair miſtreſs of whom Czſar had before 
& ſpoke; and was not a little ſatisfied, that 
i heaven was ſo kind to the prince as to | h 
| tweeten his misfortunes by ſo lucky an ac- b 
cident; and leaving the lovers to them- v 
felves,” was impatient to come down to Ii 
Parham-houſe (which was on the lame v 
| plantation) to give me an accourt of In 
| what had happened. I was as impatient | 
to make theſe lovers a viſit having alrea- IÞ at 
dy made a friendſhip with Cæſar, and from Þ li 
4 his own mouth learned what ! have relat 1p 
ed; which was confirmed by his French- le 
man, who was tet. on ſhore to ſeck his I bi 
t | rtune and of whom they could not make ee 
1 ſlave, becauſe a chriſtian : and he came |} c: 
w daily to Parham-hill to fec and pay his | fi 
| rel pefrs to his pupi} prinee. 80 that con- th 
cerning and intereſting myſelf in all that Ire 
C | red to Cæſar E whom I had aſfured of Nee 
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haſted preſently to the place where tele ü 
lovers were, and was infinitel glad to 
find this beautiful young flave [who had - 


already gained all our eſteems, for her 


modeſty and extraordinary prettineſs] to . 
be the ſame I had heard Cæſar ſpeak to 


much of. One may imagine then we paid 


her a treble reſpect; and tho* from her 
being carved in fine flowers and birds o- 
ver her body, we took her to be of qua- 
lity before, yet when we knew Clemene 
Was Imoinda, we could not enough ad- 


| mire her. 


I had forgot to tell you, "that thoſe WhO 
are nobly born of that country, are ſo de- 


licately cut and raiſed all over the fore- 


part of the trunk of their bodies, that it 
looks as'if they were japan*d, the works 
being raiſed like high point round the 
edges of the flowers. Some are only - 
carved with a little flower or bird, at the 
lides of the temples, as was Cæſar; and 
thoſe who are ſo carved over the body, 
reſemble our ancient Picts that are deu. 
ed in the chronicles; but theſe carvings 


are more — 5 | | 


* 
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| mene. for his wife, to the general joy of 
all people; 3 and there was as much mag- 


nieeace as the country could afford at 


the cclebrarion oof the wedding: And in 
18 T7 
| very ſhort time after ſhe conceived with 


child, which made Cæſar even adore her 


1 knowing E was the laſt of his great race, 


This new-incideat made bim more impa- 
tient of liberty, and he was every day 


treating with Tr efry for his & Clemene's 
| liberty, and offered either gold or a vaſt 
quantity of ſlaves, which ſhould be paid 


before they let him go, provided he could 


have any ſecurity that he ſhould go when 


his ranſom Was paid. They fed —— from 


1 day to day with e 44 and delay'd 


him till the lord governor ſhould come; 


ſo that he began to iuſpect them of fall- 


hood, and that they would delay him till 


the time of his wife's delivery, and make 


a flave of the child too; ſor all the breed 
is theirs 10 whom the parents belong.—- 
This thought made him very uncaſy, and 
his ſullenneſs gave them ſome jealouſies 


ot him; ſo that 1 was obliged, by ſome 


perſons who feared 2 mutiny [which is. 
EY N 
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ery fatal: e in thoſe colon 3 
that abound io with ſlaves, that they ex- 
ceed the whites in vaſt numbers ] to diſ- 
courſe with Cæſar, and to give him all the 
ſatisfaction I potlibly could: T hey knew 


that he and Clemene were ſcarce an hour | 
in a day from my lodgings ; that Ppt 


cat with me, and that. 1 obliged them in 


all things 1: was capable. I entertained 


them with the lives of the Romans and 
great men which charmed him to my 


company; and her, with teaching her 


all the pretty works that I was miſtreſs 
of, and telling her ſtories of nuns, and 
endeavouring to bring her to the kno-w-·- 


ledge of the true God: But of all diſ- 


_ courſes, Cæſar liked that the worft, and 


would never be reconciled to our notions. 


of the Trinity, of which he ever made 


2 jeſt; it was a riddle he iaid would turn 
his brain to conceive, and one could hor: 
make him underſtand what faith was. -— 


However theſe converſations failed not 


altogether ſo well to divert him, that he 
liked the company of us women much a- 
bove the men, for he could not drink, 


and he is her an ill companion in that 
vg p dee 


- 


. me afk, what advanrage it would be to 
doubt e It wonld bat give us @ fear of 
ll him, and 1 zolibly compel us to treat him 


* 


day: that cannot. 80 ale obliging | 


him to love us very well, we had all the 
liberty of tpeech with ham; eſpecially 
mplelf, whom he called his great mil- 
tres; and indeed my word would 90 a 
great way with him. For thęſe reaſons 
I had opportunity to take notice to him, 


that 'hE.was not well pleaſed of late, as 


ne uſed to be; was more retired and 


thoughtful ; anch told him, I took it ill he 
mould lulpect we would break our words 


with him, and not permit both him and 


Clemene to return to his on kingdom, 
Which was not ſo long away, but when he 
Vas once on his voyage he would quickly 
E arrive there. He made me ſome anſwers 


that ſhewed a doubt in him. which made 


io as 1 fold” be! very. loth to bebold ; 


that is, ir might oc aſion his con Seinen. 
il Perhaps this Was not to luckily ſpoke of 
or me, for 1 perceived hb riſonted that 
Nora, Which 4 ros @ tO takten ALF n 
rain: ow. ver, he ffurs «> me, that hat- 
Iiberer reis Sin s Re cue take, he 
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would act nothing upon the white pe- 
ple; and as for myſelf, and thoſe upon 
that plantation where he was, he. would 
l- ſooner forfeit his eternal liberty, and life 
a | itſelf, than lift his hand againſt his greateſt 1 
ns enemy on that place. He belought me 
n, to ſuffer no fears upon his account, for 
as he could do nothing that honour ſhou d not | 
id F dictate ; but he accuſed himſelf for hav- 
e ing ſuffered ſlavery ſo Iong; yet he charg- | 
is ed that weakneſs on love alone, who was 
d capable of making him neglect even glory 
» {| -itfelf; and for which now he reproaches | 
e | himſelf every moment of the day. Much 
more to this effect he Tpoke, with an air 
5 
ö 


He 
3 
s 


impatient enough to make me know: he } 
would not be long in bondage; and tho? 
he ſuffered only the name of a ſlave, and 
had nothing of the toil and labour of one, | 
vet that was ſufficient to render him un- 
eaſy ; and he had been too long idle, who 
ned always to be in afcion, and in arms. 
He bad a ſpirit all rough and fierce, and 
that could not be tam'd to lazy reſt: And 
- tho? all endeavours were uſed to,exerciie' 
| himſelf in ſuch- actions and {ports as this 
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Pit hing the bar, hunting and fiſhing, I 
q chafing and Killing tygers of a monſtrous 


e, which the continent affords in a- 


bundance : and wonderful ſnakes, ſuch as 
[ Alexander is reported to have encoun- 
tered at the river of Amazons, which Cz- 
far took great delight to overcome : yet 
theſe were not actions great enough for 


bis large ſoul, which was ſtill panting 
after more renowned actions. 


Before I parted that day with him, I got 


ö ith much ado, a promiſe from him to 
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reft yet a little longer with patience, and 


wait the coming of the lord governor, 


'who was every day expected on our ſhore. 


He aſſured me he would, and this promiſe 


he deſired me to know was given perfect- 
ly in complaiſance to me, in whom he had 
an entire confidence. 

After this, 1 neither thought it conve- 


nient to truſt him much out of our view 


nor did the country who feared him; but 
with one accord it was adviſed to treat 
him fairly, and oblige him to remain 
within ſuch a compaſs, and that he ſhould 


be * as ſeldom as he could be, 
\ 5 to 


n 7 Yo "Fo thet ar ns of the as 5 ges, 
{ or, if he did, to be accompanied by ſome 
that ſhould be rather, in appearance, - 


thirty iſlands, beſides the continent of Su- 
rinam), nor the advantages he hoped to 
reap by them: 8 that though we were 
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tendants than ſpies. T his care was z. 
ſome time taken, and Cæſar looked upon 


it as a mark of extraordinary reſpect, and 


was glad his diſcontent had obliged them 
to be more obſervant to him. He re- 
| ceived new aſſurances from the overſeer 

which was confirmed to him by all the 


gentlemen of. the country, who made 


their court to him. During this time that 
we had his company more frequently than 
hitherto we had, it may not be unpleafant 


to relate to you the diverſions we enter- 
tained him with, or rather be Uſe -4 
My ſtay was to be. ort in that country. 


(which was lieutenant-general of ſix aſd 


[ becauſe my father died at ſea, and never 
arrived to poſſeſs the honour deſign'd him 


& 


| 


obliged to continue on our voyage, we 


did - intend to ſtay upon the place. — Fax 


1 Though, in a word, I muſt ay thus much 
of it; that certainly had his late majeſty, 
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what a vaſt and charming world he had 


5 utch. n continent whole vaſt ex- 
| be t was never yet known, and may con- 


oranges, lemons, citrons, figs, nutmegs, 
| wa noble aromaticks, continually bear- 


ing all like noſegay VS, "adorned with flow- 
ers of different kinds; ſome are all white 
ſome purple, ſome ſcarlet, ſome. blue, 
ſome yellow; bearing at the ſame time 


Is ducing every day new. The very wood 
of theſe trees has an intrinſic value, a- 
bove common timber; for they are when 

cut 


r übred memory, but * ot 


been maſter of in that continent, he would 
ver have parted ſo eaſily with it to the 


3 more noble earth than all the univerſe 

beide; ; for, they {oy it reaches from the 
Eaſt to he welt one way as far as China, 
and another to Peru: It affords all things 
both for beauty and uſe; tis there eter- 
nal ſpring, always the vety months of 
April, May, and June; ; the ſhades are 
perpetual, the trees bearing at once all 
degrees of leaves, and fruit, from bloom- 

ing buds to ripe autumn: Groves of 
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ing their fragrancies ; the trees appear- 


ripe fruit, and blooming! young, or pro- 
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cut, of Aifferent poet. na N 
iderable, to | 
inlay Beſides this, they yield 
Rehn 5 d gums ; ſo that we malay. | 
our candles of ſuch an aromatic ſubftance® 

as does not only give a ſufficient- lighl 1 
but as they burn, they caſt their perfun We, xr 
all about. Cedar is the common firing, | 
and all the houſes are built with it. The 


very meat we eat, when ſet on the table 
if it be native, I mean of the country,. 


perfumes the whole room; eſpecially a 
little beaſt called an Armadillo, a thing 
which 1 can li! ten to nothing ſo well as a 
Rhinoceros ; tis all in 1 17 5 armour, lo | 
jointed that it moves as well i in it_as if 
it had nothing on: I his beaſt, i is about 
the bigneſs of a pig ſix weeks old. But 


it were endleſs to give an account of all 


the divers wonderful and ſtrange things 
that country affords, and which he took 
agreat delight to goin ſearch of; tho' thoſe 
adventures are ſometimes, fatal, and at 
leaſt dangerous. But while we had Cz- 
ſar in our company on theſe 5 8 We 


fear cd 1 no harm, 1 nor (ulferet any. 


_ _ 
- . 03 Go 


11 A ſoon” as 1 came into the Sory the 
eſt houſe in it was preſented me, call'd 
St. John's hill: It ſtood on a vaſt rock of 
White marble, - at the foot of which, the 
iver ran a vaſt' depth down, and not to 
e deſcended on that fide ; the little wa- 
„Ves ill daſhing and waſhing the foot of 
* this rock, made the ſofteſt murmurs and 
* purlings in the world; and the oppolite 
| bank was adorned with ſuch vaſt quanti- 
ties of different flowers eternally blow- 
ing, and every day and hour new, fenc'd 
behind them with lofty trees of a thou- 
fand rare forms and colours, that the proſ- 
pedt was the molt raviſhing that {ands can 
create. On the edge of this white rock, 
towards the river, was a walk or grove, 
of orange and lemon trees, about half the 
length of the mall here, whoſe flowry 
and . branches met at the top 
andd hindered the ſun, whoſe rays are ve- 
fierce there, from entering a beam 
into the grove; 3 and the cool air that 
came fr om the river, made it not only fit 
to entertain people in, at all the hotteſt 
hours of the day, but refreſh the ſweet | 
bloſſoms, and made it always ſweet and 
| charming; 
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the world cannot ſhew 1o deligheful * 
place as this grove was: n6t alł the gar g? 
dens of boaſted Italy can produce a ſrade 
to outvie this, which nature had joined 
with art to render ſo exceeding fine; and 


tis a marvel to ſee how ſuch vaſt trees 


as big as Engliſh oaks, could take footing 


on ſo ſolid a rock, and in ſo little earth 
as covered that rock : But all things by 
nature there are rare, delightful, & WON: | 


derful. But to our ſports. 

Sometimes we would go ſurpriſ 18 
and in ſearch of young tygers in their dens 
watching when the old ones went forth 


to forage for prey; ſometimes we have 
been in great danger, and have fled apace 
for our lives, when ſurprized by the dams. 
But once above all other times, we went 
on this deſign, and Cæſar was with us; 


who had no ſoener ſtolen a young tyger 
from her neſt, but going off we encoun- 


tered the dam, bearing a buttock of a co-＋ 


which ſhe had torn off with her mighty 
paw, and going with it towards her den: 


Me had only four women, Cæſar and an 3 
Engliſh gentleman, * to Henry Mar- 


"On C 


der 


8 YL N 


| tin the great Qlitecim ; we found there 
was no eſcaping 2 and raven- 
- ous beaſt. However we women fled as fait 
as we could from it; but our heels had not 
ſavad our lives, if Cæſar had not laid 
| down her cub, when he found the Tyger 
uit her prey to make the more ſpeed to. 
Wards him; and taking Mr. Martin's 


_ - ſword, defired him to {tand afide, or fol- 


lo the ladies. He obeyed him; and Cæ- 
daa met this monſtrous beaſt of mighty 
fize, and vaſt limbs, who came with open 

_ . Jaws upon him; and fixing his awful ftern 
eyes full upon thoſe of the beaſt & putting 
him ſelf into a very ſteady and good aim. 
ing poſture of defence, ran his {word 

5 — through her breaſt, down to her 


very heart, home to the very hilt of the 


ſword. The dying beaſt ſtretched out 
ber paw, and going to graſp his thigh, 
ſurprized with death in that very moment 
did him no ather harm than fixing her 

, long nails in his fleſh very deep, feebly 
wounded him, but could not grafp the 
heh to tear of any. When he had done 

& ms, 4 Lollow'd to us to e which, 
"fur e aſſurance ef his victory, VC 
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wid, and — Din: Nita out 22 


| fword from the boſom of the tyger, who | 
was laid in her blood on the ground. —- 


He took up the cub, and with an uncon- 


cern that had nothing of the joy or glad- 


neſs of victory, he came and laid the 


whelp at my feet. We all extremely 
wonder'd at his daring, and at the bignefs 


of the beaſt, which was about the height 


of an heifer, but of in e and 


ſtrong limbs. 


Another time, being in the: Wc 5 5 


killed a tyger, that — long infeſted that 


part, and born away e- de, of ſheep | 


and oxen, and other things that were for 


the ſupport of thoſe to whom they be- 
| longed. Abundance of people aſſailed this - 
beaſt, ſome affirming they had ſhot her 


with ſeveral bullets quite through the 
very heart; and they believed ſhe was 


a devil, rathier than a mortal thing. Cæ- 


far und often ſaid, he had a wind to en- 


counter this monſter; and ſpoke with ſe- 
veral gentlemen who had. attempted her; 
one crying, I ſhot her with ſo many poi- a 


{oned errews, another with his gun in this - 


Pare f yl and another in that; ſo that 
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* ak ee all the places where the we | 


'- *Ahot, b eee ſtilll he ſnould overcome bier 
by giving her another fort of a wound 
53 than any had yet done; and one day ſail 
4 "Lak the table] What trophies and gar- 
l lands, ladies, will you make me, if! 
Wo 4 bring you home the heart of this raven- 
-*-ous beaſt, that eats up all your lambs 
* and pigs? We all promiſed he ſhould be 
rewarded at our hands, So taking a bow 
which he choſe out of a great many, he 
ent up iino the wood, with two gentle. 
men where he imagined: this. deyourer to 
be. They had not paſſed very far into it 
but they heared her voice, bur and 
grumbling, as if ſhe .was pleaſed with 


2 ſomething ſhe was doing. When they 


came in view, they found her muzzling a 


in the belly of a new raviſhed ſheep, which 

- ſhe had torn open; and ſeeing herſelf ap- 
proached. ſhe took faſt hold of her prey 
with her fore paws, and ſet a very ficrec 
raging look on Cæſar, without offering to 
approach him, for fear at the ſame time 
of loofing what ſhe had in poſſeſſion: ſo 
that Cæſar remained a good while, only 
taking , and getting an n 


| 


to ſhoot 1 akin hy nn | 
ſome time before he could ny 
and to wound her, and not kill her, 5 
but have enraged her the more, and en- 


rows at his ſide, ſo that if one failed, he 
could be ſupplied: At laſt, retiring a lit- 
tle, he gave her opportunity toeat, for he 
found ſhe was ravenous, and fell to as 
dow ſoon as ſhe ſaw: him retire, being more 
he F eager of her prey, than of doing new 
tie. milchiefs ; when he going ſoftly. to one 
to ſide of her, and hiding his perſon behind 
dun certain herbage, that grew high and thick 
ang lie took ſo good an aim, that as he in- 
ny tended, he ſhot her juſt into the eye: and 


ey the arrow was ſent with ſo. good a,will, 3 


ing and ſo ſure a hand, that it ſtuck in her 
ich brain, and made her caper and become 
P- mad for. a moment or two. but being 
ey | ſeconded: by another arrow, ſhe fell dead 
ce upon the prey. Cæſar cut ben open with 
to a knife, to ſee where thoſe wounds were 


ae that had been reported to him, and why 


lo , the did not die of them. But I ſhall now 
ly- relate a thing, that, poſſibly will find no 
8 credit among men; becauſe it is a notian 
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dangered him. He had a quiver of 2 * 
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"Wu OLI with us, hut nothin; Fl ver 
Em receive a wound in the heart andſ tou 
3 ve; But when the heart of this courage-|| this 
2, ous animal was taken out, there were] cou 
: y Feven bullets of lead in it; the wound and 
” Teamed up with great ſcars. and ſhe lived] tha 
With the bullets a great while, for it was | tur 
long ſince they were ſhot : this heart the to 
conqueror brought up to us, and 'twas | effc 
a very great curioſity, which all the coun- | tric 
try came to ſee; and which gave Cæſar] for 
| occaſion of many fine diſtoarſes of ac- ing 
3 eidents i in war, and ſtrange eſcapes. fing 
| © Nt other times he would go a fiſhing; | twi 
| -anddifcourſing e on that diverſion, he found] mi; 
de had in that country a very ſtrange iſh] difi 
| called à Numb-Eel, [an Eel of which II too 
3 have eaten) that while: it is alive, it has | me 
a quality 10 cold, that thoſe who are anc 
5 augling, though with a line of ever ſo ing 
Xo a length, with the rod at the end of | car 
it ſhall in the ſame minute the bait is | wa 
pry by this Eel, ſeize him or her that | and 
, holds the rod with a numbneſs, that ſhall J nur 
_ *deprive'bim of ſenſe for awhile; ; and ſome tae 
| have fallen into the water, and others pad 


4 88 ay dead on the banks: 'of the ri- | aw: 
ver 
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nd — bat C uſed t to Oo T 
e- this, and believed it impoffible a man 
re could looſe his force at the touch of a fiſh; 
id and could not underſtand that philofophy 2 
ed] that a cold quality ſhould be of that na- 
as —_ however he had' a great curioſity 
he | to try whether it would have the fame 
as ed on him it had on others, and often 
tried, but in vain. At laſt, the ſought 
ir for fiſh came to the bait, as he ſtood ang 
c. | ing on the bank; and inſtead of throw- 
ing away the rod: or giving it a fudden | 
-: | twitch out of the water, 'whetreby lie 
d | might-have caught both the Eel and Have - i 
h | diſmiſſed the rod, before it could have 
II too much power over him; for experi- 
s | ments ſake, he graſped it but the harder 
e | and fainting fell into the rivey ; and be- 
o | ivg ſtill” poſſeſſed of the rod, the tide 
carried him, ſenſeleſs as he was, a a great 
s | way, till an Indian Boat took him up; 
t | and perceived when they touched him, a 
l numbneſs ſeize them, and by that knew 
e the rod was,in'his hand; which with a 
paddle, (that is a ſhort oar) they ſtruck 


$ 
. way and ſnatched it into the boat, eel 
r and 
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the effect of this fiſh, he was more ſo with, 


: that of the water, where he had remain- 


ed the ſpace of going a league, and they | 


found they had much ado to bring him 


back to life; but at laſt they did and 


brought him home, where he was in 2 
few hours well recovered and refreſhed, 


and nota little aſhamed to find he ſhould 


be overcome by an cel, and that all the 


people who heard hy defiance, would 


laugh at him. But we cheared him up; 
g | and he being convinced, we had the cel: 


at ſupper, which was a quarter of an el] 
about, and moſt delicate meat; and was 


of the more value, ſince it coſt ſo dear 


1 das almoſt the life of ſo gallant a man. 


About this time we were in many mor- 


tal fears, about ſome diſputes. the Eng- | 


liſh had with the Indians; ſothat we could 


ſcarce truſt ourſelves, without great num- 
bers, to go to any Indian towns, or 


place where they abode, for fear they 
ſhould fall upon us immediately after my 
coming away; and the place being in the 
poſſeſſion of the Dutch, they uſed them 
* fo civilly as the Engliſh ; ſo that they 

cut 
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cut in 1 pieber al they cools | fake; gat 329 
into houſes, and hanging up the mother; 


and all ber children about her'; and & 3 : 


a footman Tleft behind me, all in ene 
and nailed him to trees 
This feud began While I was there ; 
ſo that T Toft half the ſatis faction I pro- 


poſed, not ſeting' und viſiting the Indian 


towns. But one day bemoaning of our 
misfortunes upon this. account, Cæſar told 


us, we need not fear, for if we had a 


mind to go, he would undertake to be 
our guard. Some would, but moſt would 
not venture: About eighteen of us re- 
ſolved, and took a barge ; and after eight 
days, arrived near an Indian town: But 


upon approaching: it, the hearts of ſome 
of our company failed, and they would 
not venture on ſhore; te wt polled, Who 
would and who would not. For my part | 

I faid, if Cæſar would, I would go. He 


reſolved, ſo did my brother; and my wo- 
man a maid of good courage. Now none 


of us ſpeaking the language of the peo- _ 
ple, and 1 imagining we ſhould have a half 
diverſion in gazing only; and not know 


ing what they ſaid, we took a fiſherman 
that 
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3 "Mo. 
thai lived 3 the nd of SOT river, be 6 
Had been a loug inhabitant there, and o- F 
4 iged him to go with us: But becauſe he. ' 
Was known,to the; Indians, as trading a- | 
> mong them, and being, by 1 long liviag 
there, become a perfect Indian in colour, 
We, who had a mind to ſurprize them, 
by making them ſee ſomething they ne · 
ver had ſeen, [that is, white people] re- 
ſolved only myſelf, my brother and wo- . 
man ſhould go: So Cæſar, the fiſherman, . 
and the reſt, hiding behind ſome thick 
reeds and flowens that grew in the banks 
let us paſs on towards the town, which [| 
was on the banks of the river all along. I. 
A little diſtant from the houſes, or huts, Ya, 
we faw ſome dancing, others buſied in 2 
fetching and carrying of water from the In 
river. They had no ſooner eſpied us, rt 
but they tet up a loud cry, that frighten- 16 
ed us at firit, we thought it had been for I 
thoſe that mould kill us, but it ſeems it | of 
was of wonder and amazement. They ta 
were all naked, and we were dreſſed, ſo 10 
as ĩs moſt mm for the hot countries ry 
very glimmering and rich; fo that we ap- le 


ipeared extremely fine; ; wy own hair T Lie. 
enk 
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Hack feather on my head; my broth . 


ar Puttons, and abundance: of greenribbon?. 


ag 
fand becauſe we ſaw them ſtand til}? titt 


ar, 


4 
\ 
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Inumber the hair of their heads. 


his was all infinitely ſurpriſing to them 


e approached them, we took heart and 
yanced; came up 100 them and offered 
zem our hands; which they tock, and 


ed on us round about, calling ſtilli | 


tor more company; who came {warming 
Jout, all wondering, and « crying out, Te- 
Ipeeme; taking their hair up in their hands 


Jand ſpreading it wide to thoſe they: called | 
out to; as if they would ſay, [as in- 


Ideed it ggnified) Numberleſs Wonders, 
or not to be recounted, no more than to 
By de- 

grees they grew more bold, and from 

Igaziog upon us round, they toucked: RED 
Flaying their hands upon all the features 
Jof our faces, feeling our breaſts andarms, 
Ftaking up one petticoat, than wondering 
to ſee another; admiring our ſhoes and 
ſtockings, but more our garters, which 
Je gave them, and they ty'd about their 


legs, being lac'd with ſilver-lace at the 
| ends; 
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: For they 


When Cæſar and the reſt, ſaw we were 
received with ſuch wonder, they came uf 
to us; and finding the Indian traders whon 


they knew, [for 'its by theſe fiſhermen 


called Indian traders, we hold a commerce 


With them; for they love not to go fa 


from home, and we never go to them] 
when they {aw him therefore, they et up; 
a new joy, and cry'd in their language 


Oh, here's our Tiguamy, and we ſhalf 


know whether thoſe things can ſpeak. 
So advancing to him, ſome of them gave 
him their hands, and cry d, Amora Ben 
{0 ; which is Us much as, How do y 

do? Or, welcome, friend; and all, ait 
one din, began to anne to him, and alk 
if we had ſenſe and wit? If we could tall 


of affairs of life and war, as they could 


do? If we could hunt, ſwim, and do a thou 


Bad things they uſe ? He anſwer' d then 
we coula. Then they invited us int 
tueir houſes, and dreſs' d veniſon and but 
dale fo us; and going out, d. a lea 
0 


Le 


ch: elbe ae 8 
ngs. In fine, we ſuffered them to ſurf} 

* Yey us as they 'pleaſed, and we thoug 
they would never have done admiring us} i 
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in of tree, called a Sarumbo leaf 62 7 ya 9 


ur Jong, and ſpread it on the ground for * 
table-cloth: and cutting another in pieces , 


inſtead of plates, ſet us on little low Indian 
ſtools, which they cut of one entire piece 
of wood, and paint in a ſort of japan'd- 
work. They ſerve every one their meſs 
on theſe pieces of leaves; and it was very 
good, but too high- -ſeafon'd with pepper. 
When we had cat, my brother and 1 took 
out our Autes, and play'd”em which gave 
'em new wonder; and I ſoon perceived, 


eſtabliſh any unknown or extravagant re- 
ligon among them, and to impoſe any no- 


kinſman of mine ſet ſome paper on fire 


would give em the characters or figures 
of his name, that they might oppoſe it 


and they held it up in thoſe ſeaſons, and 
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by an admiration "that is natural to theſe 
people, and by the extreme ipnorance and 
ſimplicity of em, it were not difficult to 


tions or fictions upon em. For fecing a 


with a burning-glaſs, a trick they had | 
never before ſeen, they were like to have 
| adored him for a god, and be gg'd he 
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againſt winds and ſtorms; which he did, 


Y | fancy” d it had a charm to conquer them, 
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ad e like a "= relic. They are 


ed us their Indian Peeie, a a youth. about 
| ſixteen years old, as handſome as nature 
could make a man. They conſecrate a 
beautiful youth from his infancy, and all 
arts are uſed to compleat him in the fineſt 
manner, both in beauty and ſhape. He is 
bred to all the little arts and cunning they 
are capable of; to all the Legerdemain 
tricks, and dight of hand, whereby he 

impoſes on the rabble; and is both a 
doctor in phyſic and divinity... And by 
theſe tricks make the ſick believe he ſome- 
times eaſes their pains, by drawing from 
the afflicted part little ſerpents, or odd 
flies, or worms, or any ſtrange thing; 
and though they have beſides undoubted 
good remedies for almoſt all their diſea- 
ſes, they cure the patient more by fancy 


than by medicines, and make them fear- 


ed, loved, and reverenced. This young 
Peeie had a very young wife, who ſee- 
ing my brother kiſs her, came running and 
kiſſed me. After this they kiſſed one a- 


or and md i it a very great jeſt, 
it 


ner ſuperititiqus, . and called him tle 
Prost Pecie, that is, Prophet. They ſhew. 


a r 


Fo 


and laughing went round the multitu 
that they never will forget that ceremon 
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never before uſed or known. Cæſar hac 
a mind to fee and talk with their wars, 
captains, and we were conducted to one 
of their hovſes, where we beheld ſeveral 
of their great captains, who had been at 


council: But fo fr ightful a viſion it was 


to ſee them, no fancy can create; no ſad 
dreams can repreſent ſo qdreadful a ſpec- 
taele. For my part, I took them for hob- 
goblins, or fiends, rather than men. But 
hewever the ir ſhapes appeared, their fouls 
were very humane and noble; but ſome 
wanted their noſes, ſome their lips, ſome 
both noſes and lips, ſome their ears, and 
others cut through each cheek, with long 
flafties,” through which their teeth ap- 
peared : They had ſeveral other formi- 
dable Sund and ſcars, or rather diſ- 


membrings. They had comitia's or lit- 


tle ſhort aprons before them, and girdles 
of cotton, with their knives naked ſtuck 
in it; a bow at their back, and a quiver 
of arrows on'their thighs ; and moſt had 
feathers on their heads of divers colours. 
| 0 | D 2 178 They 
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7 el, 7 Tiguamy to us, at 
ur entrance, and were pleaſed we ſaid 
the ſame to them; They ſeated us, and 
gave us drink of the beſt ſort, and won- 
i dered as much as the others had done be- 
fore, to ſee us, Cæſar was marvelling 
as much at their faces, wonderin g how 
they ſhould be ſo wounded in war; he 
was impatient to know how they all — L 
by thoſe frightful marks of rage or ma- k 
lice, rather than wounds got in noble bat. || © 

i tle: I hey told by our interpreter, that || 
when any war was waging, two men cho- 

V 
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ſen out by ſome old captain whaſe fight. 
ing was paſt, and who cauld only teach * 
the theory of war, were to ſtand in com- 
| petition for the generalſhip, or great war- e. 
captain; and being brought before the d 
old judges, now paſt labour, they were | in 
| aſked; What they dare do, to ſhew. they || t 
are worthy to lead an army? When he ar 
who is firſt aſked, making no reply, cuts m 
off his noſe, and 3 it contemptibly 
on the ground; and the other does ſome- 
thing to himſelf which he thinks ſurpaſ- 
ſes him, and perhaps deprives himſelf of 
lips ch an eye: So eye flaſh on till, one 
Ya give 


( 10% 


þ. gives out, and many have wh int 
debate. And tis by a paſſive valou! they 


e- courage too brutal to be applauded by 
ig | our black hero; neverrhelels he exp 
v || {cd his eſteem for them. 

ne In this voyage Cæſar begat ſo good an 


ne | underſtanding between the Ind and 


a the Engliſh, that there were no more fears 
t. | or heart-burnings during our ſtay, but 


at | we had a perfect, open, and free trade 
o. vith them. Many things remarkable, and 


it. | worthy reciting, we met witiz in this ſhort 
ch | voyage 3 becauſe Cæſar made it his buſi- 
n- neſs to ſearch out and provide for our 


ir. entertainment, eſpecially to pleaſe his 1 


he dearly adored eee who was a ſharer 


re in all our adventures; we being reſolved 


ey to make her chains as eaſy as we could, 
he and to compliment the prince in that 
uts manner that moſt obliged him. 

ly As we were coming up again, we met 
je- Jvith ſome Indians of ſtrange aſpects; 
that is, of a larger fi ize, and other ſort 
of features, than thoſe in our country. 
Dur Indian flaves, that rowed ns, aſked 
them ſome queſtions; ; but they could not 
D 3 under ſtand 


n. ſhew and prove their activity, a ſort of 7 
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underſtand us. but ſnewed us a long cots + 
ten ſtring. with ſeveral knots on it, and 4 
they had been coming from the moun- e 
5 tains ſo many moons as there were knots: P 
{ They were habited in ſkins of a ſtrange | _ 
beaſt, and brought along with them bags ſt 
of goid duit ; which, as well as they | © 
could give us to underſtand, came ſtream. || Y 
ing in little {mall channels down the high Þ 7? 
mourte!rs, where the rains fell; and of-. 
fered to he convoy to any body, or per- I hi 
ſons, that would To to the mountains. ſly 
We carried theſe men up to Parham, fry 
where they were kept till the lord gover- lo 
nor came; and becauſe all the people n 
were mad to be going on this golden ad- 
venture, the governor, by his letters, “ 
commanded (for they ſent ſome of the © 
gold to him,) that a guard ſhould be {et 
at the mouth of the river of Amazons, 
Ca river ſo, called, almoſt as broad as the 
river of Thames) aud prohibited a all peo- 
ple from going up that river, it condud- 
ing to thoſe mountains of gold. But we 
going off for England, befarc the project 
was further proſecuted, and the gover- 


nor Ds as in a PORT we 
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the Aleſig gn died, or the Dutch have the 
ſagventzge of it: And tis to be bemo 
ed what his Majcſty loſt, by looſing thi FE; 

part of America. 2 

Tho” the digre eſſion is a little from my 
ſtory, ſince it contains ſome proofs of the 
euriofity and daring of this great man, I 
was content? to omit. nothing of his cha- 
racter. 

It was thus for ſome time we e diverted 
him; but now Imoinda began to few 
ſhe was with child, and did nothing but 
ſigh and weep for the captivity. of her 
lord, herſelf, and the infant yet uaborn; 
and believed, if it were ſo hard to gain 


the liberty of two, it would be more dif. 


ficult to ger that for three. Her ericfs 
were ſo many darts in the great heart of 

Cæſar, and taking his opportunity on 
Sunday, when all fs Whites were over- 


taken in drink, as there was abundance. 


of ſeveral trades, and flaves for four 
years, that inhabited among the Negro 
houſes ; and Sunday being the day of de- 
bauch, (otherwiſe te were a ſort of 
ptes upon Cæſar) he went, pretending 
out of goodneſs to them, to feaſt among 

. them 


Tae 


em, and ſent all his muſic, and order. 
a great treat for the whole gang, a= 
ut three hundred negroes, and about 
an hundred and fifty were able to bear 
rms, ſuch as they had, which were ſuf. 
55 to do execution, with ſpirits ac- 
1 For the Engliſh had none but 
ruſty ſwords, that no ſtrength could draw 
1 5 a ſcabboard ; except the people of 
particular quality, who took care to dil 
them, and keep them in good order, 
The guns alſo, unleſs here and there one 
of thoſe newly carried from England, 
would do no good or harm; for tis the 
nature of that country, to Tuſt and eat 
up iron, or any metals but gold and (il- 
ver. And they are very. expert at the 
bow, which the Negroes and Indians are 
perfect maſters of. 

Cæſar, having ſingled out theſe met 
from the women and children, made an 
barangue to them, of the miſeries and 
ignominies of ſlavery; counting up all 
their toils and ſufferings, under ſuch loads 
* burdens and drud geries, as were fitter 
for beaſts than men; ſenſeleſs brutes 
than human ſouls. He told them, it wa 
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yot-for days months or years, but 10 2. 
| ternity 3 there was no end to be of thefr 


misfortunes : They ſuffered not like men, 
who might find a glory and fortitude in: 
oppreſſion, but like dogs, that loved the 
whip and bell, and fawned the more they 


were beaten : That they had loſt the di- 


vine quality of men, and were become 
Inſenſible aſſes, fit only to bear: Nay, 
worſe; an aſs, or dog, or hor ſe, having 
done his duty, could lie down in retreat. 
and riſe to work again, and while be did 
his duty, endured no ſtripes ; but men, 
villainous ſenſeleſs men, lüch as they, 


toiled on all the tedious W till black 4 


Friday; and then, whether they worked || 
or not, whether they were faulty or me- 

riting they promiſcuouſly, the innocent 
with the guilty, ſuffered the infamous 
whip, The fordid ſtripes, from their fel- 
low-ſlaves; *tilt their blood trickled from 
all parts of their body; blood, whole 


every drop ovght to be 1 with a 


life of ſome of thoſe tyrants that impoſe 


it, And why [ſaid he] my dear friends | 
and ſellow-ſufferers ,ſhould we be ſlaves 


to an unknown people ? have they van- 
h D 5 "ny 


n 1 ) 


« quiſhed us nobly in fight ? Have 
en us in ee battle? And are | 
we by the chance of war become their 
1 4 ſlaves? This would not anger a noble 
| © heart; this would not animate a ſol- 
© < dier's ſoul : No, but we are bought 
and fold like apes or monkies, to. 22 6 
| © the ſport of women, fools and cowards; 
and the ſupport of rogues and runagades, 
© that have abandoned their own coun- 
< tries for rapine, murder, theft and vil- 
© lanies. Do you not hear every day how 
* they upbraid each other with infamy of 
life below the wildeſt ſavages ?: And 
5 ſhall we render obedience to dach a de- 
$ generate race, who have no one human 
virtue left, to diſtinguiſh them from the 
s vileſt er eatures? Will you, I ſay, ſuffer 
the laſh. from ſuch hands?“ They all 
8 reply d with one accord, No, no, no; 
8 Ceſar has ſpoke like a great captain, 
* like a great king. 
After this he would have proceeded, 
' but was interrupted by a tall negro, of 
ſome more quality than the reſt, his name 
was Tuſcan; who bowing at the feet of 


Celar, e d 0 My lord, we have . 
Wit 


88 Te 


„with joy and attention to — you. 
« haveraid; and were we * men, we 


r would follow ſo great leader 
e thro! the world; But 0 condition we | 
. are huſbands. ad parents too, and 
E have things more dear to us than life; 
e | © our, wiy es and. children, unfit for tra- 5 
3 vel in thoſe unpaſſable woods, moun- 
„ tains and bogs... We have not only 
we difficult lands to overcome, bat rivers 

f . 


L to wade, mountains to climb; and ra- 
venous beaſts of prey to encounter. 
of To this Ceſar replied, That honour | 
d was the firſt principle in nature, that 
© was to be obeyed; but as no man 


1 would pretend to that, without all the 
e acts of virtue, compaſſion, charity, love, 
er © juſtice-and reaſon, he found it not in- 


10 * conliſtent with that, to take equal care 
„of their wives and children as they would | 
4 © of themſelves; and that he did not de- 
 *< deſign, when he led them to freedom, 
q and glorious liberty, that they ſhould 
All © Tos that better part of themſelves to 
« periſh by the hand of the tyrants whip: 
But if there were a woman among em 
4 fo degenerate. from love and virtue, to | 
i D 6 195 * chools 
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bene hain befobe t the i of 


her huſband, and with the hazard of her | 


« life, to ſhare with him in his fortunes; 
+ that ſuch a one ought to be abandoned 


and left a as A ey to the COMMON ene- 
„ my. 


To whicht t! ney all 8 bowed. 
After this, he ſpoke of the impaſſable 
woods and rivers; and convinced them, 
the more danger the more glory. He 


told them that he had heard of one Han- 
nibal, a great captain, had cut his way 


through mountains of ſolid rocks; and 
ſhould a few ſhrubs oppoſe them, which 


they could fire before them? No, 'twas 
- atrifling excuſe to men reſolved to die, 


or overcome. As for bogs, they are with 
a little labour filled and hardened'; and 
the rivers could be no obſtacle, ſince they 
{ſwam by nature, at leaſt by cuſtom, from 


the firſt hour of their birth: that when 


the children were weary, they muſticarry 
them by turns, and the woods and their 


own induſtry would afford them food.— 
To this they all aſſented with joy. 


Tuſcan then demanded; what he would 


do he ſaid he would towards the ſea, 
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plant anew dun abd defend it by thek 
valour: and when they could find a ſhip, 
either driven by ſtreſs of weather, or 
guided by providence that way, they 
would ſeize it and make it a prize, till it 
had tranſported them to their own coun- : 


tries: at leaſt they ſhould be made free 


in bis kingdom, and 'be: eſteemed as his 
fellow-ſufferers, and men that had the 
courage and bravery to attempt, at leaſt 
for liberty ; and if they died in the at- 


tempt, it would be more brave this to 


live in perpetual ſlavery. . 
They bowed and kiſſed his feet at his 


reſolution, and with one accord vowed to- 
follow him to death; and that night was 
appointed to begin their march. They 
made it known. - their wives, and di- 
rected them to tie their hamocks about 
their ſhoulders, and under their arms like 
a ſcarf, and to lead their children that 

could go, and carry thoſe that could not. 
The wives who pay an entire obedience 


to their huſbands, obeyed, and ſtayed for 


them where they were appointed: The 
men ſtayed but to furniſſ themſelves with 
what defenſive arms they could get ; and 

„ all. 
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made a new encouraging e to ben 
and led them out. b 
But as they could not tharch Gp that 

| {hg on Monday early, when the over- 
ſeers went to call them all together to go 
to work, they were extremely ſurprized 
to find not one upon tke place, but all fled 
with what baggage they had. Vou may 
imagine this news was not only ſuddenly 
-{pread all over the plantation, but ſoon 
reached the neighbouring ones; and we 55 
had by noon about 600 men, they call N ha 
the militia of the country, that came to ye 
aſſiſt us in the purſuit of the fugitives: H. 
but never did one ſee ſo comical an army be 
march forth to war. The men of any th; 
faſhion would not concern themſelves, me 
tho? it were almoſt the common cauſe; NM. 
for ſuch reyoltings are very ill examples I cri 
and have very fatab conſequences often · {@, 
times, in many colonies; but they had 2 the 
reſpect for Cæſar, and all hands were a- N nen 
gainſt the Parhamites (as they called thoſe the 
of Parham Plantation) 5 — they did T;; 
not in the firſt place love the lord-gover- Yhe 


nor: and, ſecondly, OP" would have it: bat 
that 
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. chat Ceſar was ill uſed; and baffled vi 

„ and tis not impoſſible but fome of the beſt 
in the country was of his council in this 
flight, and depriving us of all the ſlaves; 
fo that they who were of the better ſort 
would not meddle in. the matter. The 
ed deputyrgovernor, . of whom I have had no 
ed great occaſion to ſpeak; aud who was the 
ay | moſt fawning fair-tongued fellow in the 
world, and one that pretended the moſt 

ol Riendhip to Cæſar, was now the only 
ve violent man againſt him; and though he 
all had, nothing, and ſo need fear nothing, 
to ¶ yet talked and look'd bigger than any man. 
8. He was a fellow, whoſe character is fit to 
be mentioned with the worſt of the ſlaves: 
/ this fellow would lead his army forth to 
meet Cæſar, or rather to purſue him. 
 ; Moſt of their arms were of thoſe ſort of 
co, | cruel whips they call cat with nine tails ;_ 
n- ¶ ſome had ruſty uſeleſs guns for ſhew; o- 
12 Ethers- old baſket hilts, whoſe blades had 
2. never ſeen the light in this age; and o- 
le thers had long ſtaves and clubs. W 
lid Trefry went along with them, rather to 


er be a mediator than a conqueror in ſuch a 


it battle; * he foreſaw and knew if by 
Jak D * Rchting 
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| Tis at the negroes into diſpair 
A wes were. 4 > fort of ſullen fellows, that 
would: drown. or kill themſelves before 
they would yield; ; and be adviſed that 
fair means were beſt : but Byam was one 
that bounded in his own wit, and wouly 
take his own meaſures. _ 
It was not hard to find theſe tee ; 
for as they fled they were forced to fire 
and cut the woods before them: ſo that 
night or day they purſued them by the 
light they made, and by the path they kad 
cleared. But as ſoon as Cæſar found he t. 
was purſued, he put himſelf into a poſ- | 
ture of defence, placing all the Women 
and children in the rear; and himſelf 
with Tuſcan by his ſide, or next to him, | 
all promiſing to die or conquer. En. , 
couraged thus, they never ſtood to par- 5 
icy, but fell on pel-mell upon the Eng- 0 
lich, and killed ſome and wounded a great 
many; they having recourſe to their whips | T 
as the beſt of their weapons. And as they 
obſerved no order, they perplexed the in 
enemy ſo ſorely, with laſhing them in the 
eyes; the women and chileren.. ſeeing 
their hudogpds, 1a treated, being. of Z 
Tre fearful 
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fearful and cowardly bet get and hg at; 
ing the Engliſh cry our Yield, and lively 


F Yicld and be pardoned ! they all ran ins 


amongſt their huſbands and fathers, and. 
hung about them, crying out, Vield! 
yield! and leave Cæſar to their revenge: 
that by degrees they abandoned Cæſgar, 
and left him only Tuſcan and his heroic 
Imoinda, who grown as big as ſhe was, 
did nevertheleſs preſs near her lord, hav- 


ing a bow and quiver full of poiſon'd ar- 


rows, which ſhe managed with ſuch dex- 
terity, that ſhe önnen ſeyeral and ſhot. 
the governor into the ſhoulder ; of which 
wound he had like to have ek: but that. 
an Indian woman, his miſtreſs, ſucked the 
wound and cleanſed it from the venom : 
but however, he ſtirred not fromthe place. 
till he had parly*d with Cæſar, who he 
found was reſolved to die fighting, and 
would not be taken; no more would 
Tuſcan or Imoinda, But he, more thirſt - 
ing after revenge of another ſort, than 
that of depriving him of life, now made 
uſe of all his art of talking and diſſembi- 
ing, and beſought Cæſar oy yield himſelf 
upon FETs which he himſelf ſhould pro- } 
929 | | pole 


N 90 


4a N 8 
">, 1 0 k - 
= % 
; 4 
i : 


L poſe, and ſhould a erate afſented to, 
and kept by him. He told him, it was 


not that he any longer feared bim, or 


could lieve the force of two men, anda 
young heroine could overthrow all them, 

and with all the ſlaves now on their ſide 
alfo ; but it was the valt eſteem he had 
for Bix perſon, he deſire he bad to ſerve 
| ſo gallaht a man, and to hinder himſclf 
| from the reproach hereafter, of having 

been the occaſion of the death of a om 
- whoſe Yalour and magnanimity « deferved 
the empire of the world. He proteſted 
to him he looked upon his action as gal- 
lant and brave, however tending to the 
prejudice of his lord and mafler, who 
would by it have loſt ſo conſiderable a, 
number of {laves ; that this fiight of his 

ſhould be looked on as a heat of youth, 
and a raſhnels of a too forward courage, 


and an unconlidered impatience of liber- 


ty, and no more,; and that he laboured 
in vain to accompliſſi that which they 
would effectually perform as ſoon as any 
ſhip arrived that would touch on his-coaſt: 


So that if he would be pleaſed [conti- | 


0 nued not to ſurrender yourſelf, all im- 
5 & C aginable | 
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« aginable Ws 4 mall hr paid you ; 3 aud 

« yonrlelf, your wife and child, if it be 
born here, {hall depart free out of our” 
© land.” But Cæſar would hear of no 
compoſition ; : though Byam urge d, if he 
purſued and went on in his deſign, he 
would ine vitably periſh, either by great 
ſnakes, wild beaſts, or hunger; and he 
ought to have regard for his wife, whoſe 
Jeb tion 1equired eaſe, and not the fa- 
tigues of tedious travel, where ſhe could 
not be ſecui ed from being devoured.— 
But Cæſar told him there was no faith in 
the white men, or the Gods they adored, 
who inſtructed them in e "Ay ſo falſe 
that honeſt men could not live amongſt 4 
them ; tho* no people profeſſed fo much, 
none performed ſo little :. That he knew 
what he had to do when he dealt with men 
of honour; but with them a man ought 
to be eternally on his guard, and never 
to eat and drink with Kelten, without | 
his weapon of defence in his hand; and 
for his own ſecurity, never to credit one 
word they ſpoke. As for the raſhneſscæ 
inconſiderateneſs of his action, he would 
confeſs the governor is in the Fights: and 5 
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That he v was aſhamed of what he had done W 
in endeavouring to make thoſe free, who || ® 
were by nature flaves, poor wretched f 

Togues, fit to be uſed as chriſtians tools; | ® 

Kok treacherous and cowardly, fit for | 

ſuch maſters ; and they wanted only but pl 

to be whipped into the knowledge of the te 

chriſtian gods, to be the vileſt of all creep- || © 
| ing things; to learn to worſhip ſuch dei- 
ties as had not power to make them juſt, 
brave, or honeſt: In fine after a thouſand 
things of this nature, not fit here to be P 
recited, he told Byam, he had rather die, fe 
than live upon the earth with ſuch dogs. : 
But Trefry and Byam pleaded and pro- I 
teſted together ſo much, that Trefry be. | P 


lieving the governor to mean what he {aid h 
and ſpeaking very cordially himſelf, ge- N 


nerouſſy put himſelf into Cæſar's hands, N ” 
and took him aſide, and perfuaded him tl 
even with tears, to live, by ſurrendering b 
himfelf, and to name his conditions. Cz- | * 
far was overcome by his wit and reaſons 
| in conſideration of Imoinda; and demand- 
ing what he deſired, and that it ſhould be 8 
ratiffed by their hands in writing, becaulc 
he had perceived that was the common 
— | way 


: 6 


way- of contract . os, man 1 FS 
amongſt the Whites; all this was per- 
formed, and Tuſcan's pardon was put in, 
and they ſurrendered to. the governor, 
who, walked peaceably down into the 
plantation with them, after giving orders 
to bury their dead. Cæſar was very much 
toiled with the buſtle of the day, for he 
had fought like a fury; and what miſchief 
was done he and Tuſcan had performed 
alone; and gave their enemies a fatal 
proof that they durſt do any thing, and 
feared no mortal force. 

But they were no ſooner arrived at the | 
lace where all the ſlaves receive their 
puniſhments of , whipping, but they laid 
hands on Cæſar and Tuſcan, faint with 
heat and toil; and ſurpriſing them, bound 
them to two. ſeveral ſtakes, and. whipped | 
them in a moſt | deplorable and inhuman | 
manner, rending the very fleſh from their 
bones, eſpecially Cæſar, who was not per- 
ceived to make any moan, or to alter his 


face, only to roll his eyes on the faithleſs 


governor, and thoſe he believed guilty, 
with fiereeneſs ahd indignation; and to 


＋ complete his rage, he faw every one of 


thoſe 


* 15 vs 46 ä f ＋ - / 


E thoſe naves who but a few en before 


adored him as ſomething more than för- 


tal, now had a whip to give him ſome 


0 Iaſhes, while he ſtrove not to break his 
fetters; tho? if he had, it were impoſh- 
bie: but he pronounced a woe and re- 
venge from his eyes, that darted fire, 


| which was at once both aweful _ terri- 
ble to behold. 


When they thought they were ful. 


- ficiently revenged on him, they untied 
him, almoit fainting with loſs of blood, 
from a thouſand wounds all over his bo- 
dy; from which they had rent his clothes 
Lud led him naked and bleeding as he was 


and loaded him all over with irons; and 


then rubbed His wounds, to complete their 


cruelty, with Indian pepper, which had 
like to have made him raving mad; and 
in this condition, made him ſo faſt to the 


ground, that he could not ſtir, if his pains 


and wounds would have given him leave. 
T hey ſpared Imoinda, and did not let her 


ſee this barbarity committed towards her 
Jord, but carried her down to Parham, 


and ſhut her up; which was not in kind- 
neſs to her but for fear ſhe-ſhould die 
With 
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e with the IG or fm then 18 


the 1 n \ 
„ You muſt 1 that e. tlie 22 
* Was brought on Monday morning, that 
I cCæſar had betaken himielf to the woods, 
and carried with him all the Negroes, we 
_ | were poſſeſſed with extreme fear, which 
Ino perſuaſions could diſſipate, that he 
. | would ſecure himſelf till night, and then 
4 | would come down and cut all our throats. 
, This apprehenſion made all us females fly 
,. | down the river to be ſecured ; and while 
ue were away they acted this cruelty ; 
for I ſuppoſe I had authority and intereſt 
4 enough there, had I ſuſpected any ſuch 
ir thing, to have prevented it: but we had 
not gone many leagues but the news o- | 
4 || vertook us that Cæſr was taken and whip- © 
« ped like a common ſlave. We met on 
the river with colonel Martin, a man of 
great gallantry, wit, and goodneſs, and 
r whom I have celebrated i in a character of 
r | of my new comedy, by his own, name, 
„ in memory of ſo brave a man: he was 
| wiſe and eloquent, and from the fineneſs 
e || of his parts, bore a a great, ſway over the 
h il | | hearts | 


TX TT” 
hearts of the colony: he was a Hiegi'i 


Cæſar. and reſented the falſe dealing Sith | 
him very much. We carried * back 


to Parham, thinking to have an accom- 
modation; when we came, the very firſt 
news we heard, was that the governor 
Was dead of a wound Imoinda had given 
mim; but it was not ſo well. It feems 
he would have the pleaſure of behalding 


the revenge he took on Czar ; and be- 


3 Fore the cruel ceremony was finiſhed, he 


dropt down; and then they perceived the 


wound he had on his ſhoulder was by : A 


venomed arrow, which, as I faid, his In - 


" - dian miſtreſs healed, by ſucking. the 
wound. 


Wwe were no. Woner arrived, but we | 
went up to the plantation to ſee Ceſar ; 


whom we found in a very miferable and 


unexpreſſible condition; and I have a 


thouſand times admired how he lived in 


ſuch tormenting pain. We ſaid all things | 


to him that trouble. pity, and good-nature 
could ſuggeſt, proteſting our innocency 


of the fact, and our abhorrence of ſuch l 


cruelties; making a thouſand profeſſions 
and ſervices to him, and begging as ma- 
N oy 


h 
k 


de he LR 


ny radi for the offenders, till we +658 f 


| ſo much, that he believed we had no 
hand in his ill treatment; bat told us he 


could never pardon By any; ; as for Trefry 


he confeſſed he ſaw his grief and ſorrow | 


for his ſuffering, which he could not hin- 
der, but was like to have been beaten . ' 
down by the very ſlaves, for ſpeaking in 
his defence : But for Byam, who was their 
leader, their head and ſhould, by his 
juſtice and honour, have been an exam- 
= to them for him he'wiſhed to live 
to take a dire revenge of him ; and ſaid, 
it had been well fer him, if he had facrt- 
feed me, inſtead of giving me, the con- 


| temptible whip. He refuſed to talk much 


but begging us to give him our hands, he 


{took them, and proteſted never to lift up 
his to do us any harm. He'had a great 
Jreſpect for colonel Martin, and always 
took his counſel like that of a Parent, and 


aſſured him, he would obey him in any 


ching, bur his revenge on Byam: There- 


fore (he faid) for his ewn ſafety, let 
him ſpeedily diſpatch me; for if I could 


diſpatch myſelf, I would not, till that 


"In were done to my injured PR. 
4 | an 


. 0 Oroonoko ſcorns to live with the indig 


. the Sent 8 2 loldier + f * 

th 
© would not kill myſelf, even after a whip- 
ping, but will be content to live with 
that infamy, and be pointed at by every; 
1 grinning ſlave, till I have compleated 
my revenge; and then you ſhall ice that | 


3 nity that was put on Ceſar.' AN we could. 
do, could get no more words from him, 
and we took care to have him put imme- in 
diately into a healing bath, to rid him of th 
his pepper, and ordered a chirurgeon to cat 
anoint him with healing balm, which be an 
{offered and in ſome time he began to bel th, 
able to walk and eat. We failed not to ter 
viſit him every day, and to that end bal rat 
him brought up to an n at Par- an 
5 142 ei Ga 

The governor bads no fo = 


grace — or e the governme 
there) conſiſted of ſuch noterious'villais 
a3 Newgate never tranſported; and pot 
ſibly, originally were ſuch who under 
ſtood neither the laws of God or man 


aud Lad no fort of principles to the 
| | tne 


£33 
„ f them worthy of the name of men; but as 
the very council table would contradict 
and fight with one another, and ſwear ſo 
bloodily, that tWas terrible to hear = ; 
Flee them. Soine- of them were afterwards 
hat hanged, when the Dutch took poſſeſſion 
lig of the place, others ſent off in chains.— 
uy But calling theſe ſpecial rulers of the na; 
im, tion togethet, and requiring their counſel 4 
ne. in this weighty affair, they all concluded 
| off that (damn 'em) it might be their on 
to caſes; and that Cæſar ought to be made 
bY an example to all the Negroes, to fright 
bes them from daring to threaten their bet- 
to ters, their lords and maſters; and at this 
hat rate no man was ſafe from his own ſlaves; 3 
ar- and concluded, nemine contr adicente, that 
| Czar ſhould, be hanged. : 
red Trefry then; thought it time to aſe his 
by authority, and told Byam, his command 
t did not extend to his lordſhip” 8 planta- 
e tion; 3 and that Parham was as much Ex" 
un empt from the law as White-hall; and 
of that they ought no more to touch the 
cr ſervants of the lord——(who, there re- 
"I preſented; the king's perſon) than they 


could thoſe about the, „. himſelf; and 
3 5 Is that 


a * 136 = 
| that Parkarn/ was a nth $47 and tho 
his lordſhip was abſent in perſon, tis 
' power was ſtill in being there, which he" 
had entruſted with him, as far as the do- 
| minions of his particular plantation 
reached, and all that belonged to it; the 
reft of the country, as Byam was ' Kente- 
mant to his lord, he might exerciſe his 
tyranny upon. Trefry had others as 
powerful, or more, that intereſted them. 
felves in Cæſar's life, and abſolutely {aid 
he ſhould be defended. So turning the 
governor and his wiſe council out of doors 
(for they ſat at Parham-houſe) we ſet 
a guard upon our lodging place, and 
would admit none but thole we called 
friends to us and Cæſar. 1 
The governor having remained vound- 
ed at Parham, tit his redòvery wWas com- || * 
- pleated, Czfar did not know but he was | 5 
fill there, and indeed for the moſt part, 


his time was ſpent there: for he was one « 
that foved to live at other people s e*. 0 
pence, and if he were a day abſent, he 
was ten preſent there; and uſed to play b 
and walk, and hunt and fiſh with Cæſar: 0 


fo that Cæſar did not at all doubt, if he 
an 1 once 


Went arguments with his heart, as he told 


2 ; a 
"37 


once 3 3 but he i 


and an opportunity of 
e him; though after ſuch à revenge, 


revenged on 
he 
could not hope to live: for if he efcap'd * 
the fury of the-Engliſh mobile, who- per- 
haps would have been glad of the occa- 
fon to have killed him, he was reſolved + 
not to ſurvive his whipping 3 ; yet he had 
ſome tender hours, a repenting ſoftneſs, | 
which he called his fits of cowardice, 

wherein he ſtruggled with love for the 


victory of his heart, which took part 


with his charming Imoinda there; but 
for the moſt part, his time was paſt. in 
melancholy thoughts, and black deſigns. 
He conſidered, if he ſhould do this deed, 


and die either in the attempt or after, it | 


left his lovely Imoinda a prey, or at beſt 
a ſlave to the enraged ' multitude; his 
great heart could not endure that thought: 
Perhaps [ſaid he] ſhe may firſt be raviſh'd 
ad every. brute ; expoſed firſt to their 

naſty luſts, and then a ſhameful death: No 
he could not live a moment under that 
apprehenſion, too inſu 
borne. Theſe were his thoughts and his 


us 


able to be 


= beſought him not to leave her a prey to 


. 0 reren: fo 5 


only to kill Byam, but all thoſe he thought I, | 
had enraged Him; pleaſing his great heart 


| with the fancied ſiaughter he ſhould make J, 
over the face of the plantation, he firſt Ir. 
| _refolyed on a deed, [that however horrid 
+ itfirſt appeared to us all] when we had 


heard his  reafons, we thought it brave 


and Juſt. | Being able to walk, and as he 


believed, fit for the execution of his great 


to che air, believinga walk would do him 
d;-which was granted him; and tak- 


3 ing Iavolnda with him, as he uled to do 


in a bis more happy and calmer days, he 
led her up into a wood, where after a 

thouſand fighs, and long gazing flenth 
on her face; while tears guſhed, in ſpite 


of him From his eyes; he told her his 


defign, firſt of killing per, and then his 
enemies, and next himſelr, and the im- 
poſſibility of eſcaping, and therefore he 
told her the neceflity of dying. He found 
the heroic wife" taſter pg for death, 


than he was to propoſe it, when ſhe found 


his fixed reſolution; 4014 6h her knees, 
his 


defigfty he begged Trefry to truſt him in- Ine 


8 


bis enemies. He [grieved to death y 8 
pledled at her noble reſolution, took = 1 
up, and embracing her with all the paſ ds 
fon and langniſhment of a dying lover, 


drew his knife to kill this treaſure of his 
ſoul, this pleaſure of his eyes; while 


tears trickled down his cheeks, hers „ 4 


ſmiling with joy ſhe ſhould die by ſo nos 
ble a hand, and be ſent into her own 
country [for that's their notion of the 
next 3 by him ſhe tenderly loved, 
and ſo truly 5, in this: For wives 
haye a reſpect for their huſbands equal 
to what any other people pay a deity 3 
and when a man finds any occaſion to quit 


his wife, | if he love her, ſhe dies by his 


hand; if not, he fells her, or ſuffers fame 
other to kill der. It being thus, you may 


is believe the deed was ſobn reſolved on j 


and tis not to be doubted, but the parts 
ing, the eternal leave-taking of two ſuch 


lovers, ſo greatly born, ſo ſenſible, ſo 


beautiful, ſo young and fo fond, mult be 


very moving, as the relation of it was to 


ne eee 


4 
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n 7 
- All that love could ſay in Kiely ata 
being ended, and all the intermitting fre 
ſolutions being adjuſted, the lovely, young. 
and adored victim, lays herſelf down be-. g 
fore the ſacrificer; While he with a hand Th 
' reſolved, and a heart breaking within, 
- gave the fatal” ſtroke, firſt cutting her 

throat, then ſevering her yet ſmiling face 

from that delicate body, pregnant as it 
was with the fruits of tendereſt love. As 
ſoon as he had done, he laid the body de- 
_ cently on leaves and flowers, of which he 
made a bed, and concealed it under the 
| fame coverlid of nature; only her face he 
| left yet bare to look on: But when he]; 
found ſhe was dead, and paſt all retrieve, 
never more to bleſs him with her eyes & 
fott language, his grief ſwelled up to rage In. 
he tore, he raved, he roared like {ome}, 
monſter of the wood, calling on the lov'd] 
name of Imoinda. A thouſand: times he}... 
turned the fatal knife that did the deed 
towards his own heart, with a reſolution}; 
to go immediately after her; but dire re. 
venge, which was now a thouſand time |, 
more fierce in his ſoul than before, pre- 


vents him; and he would cry out, No, 
| < ſince} 


<4 
. 


y 
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| IE Ihave factificed Mund to my re- 


le ; 6 venge, " ſhall I loſe that glory which * f 
rey i fave purchaſed ſo dear, as at the price ; 
: of the faireſt, deareſt, ſofteſt creature 


© that ever nature. made No, no! — 
Then at her name grief would get the 5 
laſcendant of rage, and he would lie down 
7 her ſide, and water her face with 
ſhowers of tears, which never were wont 
o fall from thoſe eyes; and however bent 

he was on his intended {laughter, he had 

ot power to ſtir from the ſight of this 
Wear object, now more beloved, and more 
the ſadored than ever. 

He temained in this deplorable 3 
ion for two days, and never roſe from 
the ground where he had made her ſad ſa- 


nd accuſing himſelf with living too long, 
ow Imoinda was dead, and that the deaths 
f thoſe barbarous enemies were deferred 
00 long, he refolved now to finiſh the 
reat work: but offering to riſe, he found 
is {ſtrength fo decay'd, that he reeled to 
Ind fro, like boughs aſſailed by contrary 
inds, ſo that he was forced to lie down 

Cn, and y to ſummon all his courage 
1 | "0; 


riice. At laſt rouzing from her fide, 


1 to his ald. He frond) his brafiis urn | 
round, and his eyes were dizzy, and ob- 
jects appeared — the ſame to him t 1 th 
were wont to da, his breath was ſhort 
and all his limbs ſurpriſed with a faintnel; 
he had never felt before. He had not eat 
in two days, which was one occaſion of 
his feebleneſs, but exceſs of grief was the 
greateſt; yet ſtill he hoped he ſhould re 
cover vigour to act his deſign, and lay ex 
pecting it yet ſix days longer; ſtill mourn 
ing over the dead idol of his heart, and 
. every day to riſe, but could not 
In all this time you may believe weſga 
were in no little affliction for Cæſar aud 
his Wife; ſome were of opinion he was 
eſcaped, never to return; others thought 
ſome accident had happened to him: but 
however, we failed not to ſend out a hun 
dred people ſeveral ways, to ſearch fo 
him. A party of about forty went that 
way ke took, among whom was Tuſcan 
who was perfectly reconciled to Byam 
they had not gone very far into the wo 
before they ſmelt an unuſual ſmell; as oF 
a dead lady for ſtinks muſt be ver 


noiſome, that can be diſtinguiſhed W h 
uch 


ned a a quantity roof NY 2 as a7 I 
ob4 Sch of that land produces; ſo that 
ey concluded they ſhould find him dead 

no br ſomebody that was ſo ; they paſſed on | 
bels wards it, a8 wathfome: as it Was, and 5 A 


- offfitkat lie thick upon the ground, by conti- 
thelbual falling, that Cæſar heard he was ap- 
re proached: : and though be had during the 
exÞpece of theſe eight days; endeavoured to 
rn iſe, but found 2 wanted itrength, yet 
andlooking up, and ſeeing his purſuers, he 
not Fele and reeled to a neighbouring tree, 
webgaioſt which he fixed his back; and be- 
auding within a dozen yards of thoſe that 
advanced and ſaw him, he called out to 
nem, and bid them approach no nearer; 
If they would be ſafe. So they ſtood fill 
1unÞod hardly believing their eyes, that would 
fo erſuade them that it was Cæſar that 
thalpoke to them, ſo much he was altered; 
3 hey aſked him what he had done with his 
Tie, for they ſmelt a ſtink which almoſt 
o>Scuck them dd ! He pointing to the 
95 ad body, ſighing, cried, Behold her 
verſe.” they put off the flowers that co- 
on red her, with their ſticks, and found 
ſacl ſhe 
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eatſ made ſuch a ruſtling among the leaves 


WW aſking him why he did {> cruel a deed 

| He anſwered he had no leiſure to anlwe; 
' . Impertinent queſtions: © You may gol 
Be — (conffaued he) and tell the faith- 


fhe was killed, and cried out, Oh, mon 
fter! that haſt murdered thy wiſe. NH 


© leſs governor, he may thank fortune, 


© that I am breathing my laſt ; and that a 
6 my arm is too feeble to obey my hean « 
in what it had deſigned him: But ha, 
tongue faultering and Fereibliky, he could « 
ſcarce end what he was ſaying. Th 
Engliſh taking advantage by his weakneſs « 
cried, Let us take him alive by all means he 
He heard them; and as if he had reviv'd pe 
from a fainting, or a dream, he cried ou ſti 
No, gentlemen, you are deceived; yo kr 
© will find no more Cæſars to be whiptY hi. 


© no more find a faith in me: feeble te 

vou think me, I have ſtrength yet ley «| 
© to ſecure me from a ſecond indignity. ©) 
They ſwore all a-new; and he {hook |i ra: 
head Lad beheld them with ſcorn. Thy f 
then cried out, ; _ will venture e th, 
* this ſingle man? Will no-body ?” Theſ his 
ſtood all — while Cæſar replied, FA fr 


5 tal will bo the * of the firſt aq at 
} ventui out 


3 


> +, | . 
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M 1 e  alfare himſelg, x (and 4 
* at that word, held a knife up in a menac- I 
ing poſture:) » Look 5e, 76 faithleſs L 
© crew, ſaid he, tis not life I ſeek, nor 
« am Lafraid, of dying,” (and at that word 
cut. a piece of: fleſh from his own throat, 
and threw it at them) Vet ſtill I would 
au + live if I could, till I had perfected my | 
hi revenge: But, oh! it cannot be; 1 
u feel life. gliding from my eyes & beart; A 
"bej © and if 1 make not haſte, I ſhall fall a 
el} © victim to the ſhameful whip.* At that, 
ns he ripped up his own belly, and took his 
1 bowels; and pulled them our, with what 


knees imploring, beſought him to hold 


tering, they cried out, Will none ven- 
on him?” A bold Engliſhman cried, 


ty, 
© bi 


1 rage when he ſaw him almoſt dead) and 
e 


ſwearing a horrid oath for his farewell to 
: ON the world, he ruſhed on him. Cæſar with 
Thc his med hand, met him ſo fairly, as 
I ſtruck him to the heart, and he fell dead 
ad at his feet. Tuſcan ſeeing that, cried | 


tur out, I love thee, O Cæſar ? and "theres 
1 E. © fore 


ſtrength he could; while ſome on their 


his hand. But when they ſaw him tot- +} 


© Yes, if he were the Devil, (taking cou- | 


* 146 ) 


fore will not ſee thee die, if pellble, p 
and running to him, took him in his arms) 
WW but, at the ſame time,  warding a blow 
that Cæſar made at his boſom, he received] m 


* It quite through his arm; and Cæſar hav- le 
ing not ſtrength to pluck the knife forth ly 
tho” he attempted it; Tuſcan neither pul-ſ 
led it out himſelf, nor ſuffered it to bell ta 
pulled out, but came down with it ſticking] tic 
in his arm; and the reaſon he gave forſſ he 
it, was, becauſe the air ſhould not get in I! 
to the wound. They put their hands a- hi 
croſs, and carried C æſar between fix off le 
them, 8 as he was, and they thought to 
dead, or juſt dying; and they brought] all 
bim to Perham. and laid him on a couch w. 
und had the Chirurgeon immediately t W 
him, who dreſt his wounds, and ſewed an 


up his belly, and uſed means to bring be 
him to life, which they effected. We ith 
ran all to ſee him; and, if before weſ we 
thought bim ſo beautiful a ſight, he was the 
now fo altered, that his face was like. 1 liy 
death's head blacked over, nothing but} we 
teeth and eve-holes*: for ſome days we an 
Siffered no body to ſpeak to him. bu wa 
cautedt £01 wins to Pee ponred down hi} fo 
throa | 


cw) 
ix or ſeven days he recovered bis ſenſes: 


ly ever cure. 5 


talked. with him, and aſked him ſome queſ- 
tions about his wife, and the cs 2 why 
he killed her; and he then told us what 


his parting, and he beſought us we would 


to think it was poſſible he might live: he 

aſſured us, if we did not diſpatch him, he 
ch would prove very fatal to a great many. 
roll We ſaid all we could to make him live, 
df and gave him new aſſurances ; but he 


oh begged we would not think ſo poorly of 
e him, or of his love Imoinda, to imagine 


© we could flatter him to life again: But 
the chirurgeon aſſured him he could not 
live, and therefore he need not fear. We 
were all (but Ceſar) afflicted at this news 


<< and the fight: was ghaſtly ; his diſcourſe 
if was {ad ; Ind: the earthy ſmell about him. 
i fo ſtrong, that I was undd to es 2 


| 


Cl 6 = 2 9 N 
a — 
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boat; which ſuftained his life, and in 
for, you muſt know, that wounds are al- [ 
moſt to a miracle cured ih the Indies; un- 
leſs'wounds in hgh.” . - ich they rare. & 


When he was well enough to 0 we 


I have related of that reſolution, and of 


let him die, and was extreemly afflicted 


4 11 3 -myſelf 
|| ——— fis o 


nm — The ſareantainnd Trefiy, 


* andthe chingeons; protoifed:all: to take 
| What poſlible care they could: of the life 


= of ; and: I, taking boats went with 


} 4 Iowas mo ſooner: gone, 
i; takin ing Trefry, about ſome pretended ear- 


; other world, that he was the 6 only. man of 


qQnany txtzaondinary 


to colonel Martin's, about 
three days journey doww the river. But 
than the governor 


heſbbukinols a day's journey up the ri- 
ver, having communicated: his deſign to 
one Baniſſer, a wild Iriſhman, one of the 

council, a fellow of abſolute barbarity, 
and fit to execute any villany, tho“ rich; 
he came up to Parham, and forcibly took 
Czfar, and had him carried to the ſame 
poſt where he was whipped ; and cauling 
him to be tied to it, and a great fire made 


before him, he told him he ſhould die 


like a dog, as he was. Cæſar replied, 


This was the firſt piece of bravery that 
ever Baniſter did, and he never ſpoke ſenſe 


till he pronounced that word; and if he 
would keep it, he would lere in the 


all 


4 


Whipt! no, you-ſhalb not e 
well.“ and tien he pephef, mug, 8 


ny I 


- albth@Whilter, 


Him; he ſaid He faid, 
to die or tobe: whipt'?*" 
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bleſſing on thee; and aſſured them :they 


need not tye him; for he would ſtand fix 4 | 
like a rock. and endure death fo as:ſhould 


2 them to die: 
me, (ſaid he) be ſure you tie me faſt. 
He had learned to take tobacco; and 


when he was aſſured he ſrould die, he 


deſired they would give him a pipe in his 


mouth, ready hghted; which they did: 
and the executioner came, and firſt cut off 


his members and threw. them into the fire, 


after that, with an ill-tavoured knife, they {4 
cut off his ears and his noſe, and burned 


them; he ſtill ſmoaked on as if nothing 
bad touched him; then they hacked off 


one of his arms, and {till he bore up and 


held his pipe; but on cutting off his o- 


ther arm, his 3 ſunk, and his pipe dropt 
and he gave up the ghoſt, without a groan 
or a reproach. My mother and ſiſter 

vere by him all the wle, but not ſuf. 


eres 


that: eva lo-keard read 
truth. Angromning:to!the menttine bound 


friemis, amm 
risch 


o 
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gere e 10 b hum a. 
Juſtices who ſtaud by to . exetution 
who: after paid dear enough for their in- 
© lence. They cut Czfar into quarters and 
fent them to ſeveral of the chief planta- 
tions: one quarter was ſent to colonel 
Martin; who refuſed it, and iwore, he 
| had rather ſee the quarters of Baniſter. 
and the governor himſelf, than thoſe o 
Cæſar, on his 'plantations; ; and that h 
could govern his Negroes, without terri 
fying and grieving them with frightf| 
3 ſpectacles of a mangled king. 
Thus died this great man, worthy of 
better f. te, and a more ſublime wit thai 
mine to write his praiſe: yet I hope tha 
reputation of my pen is conſiderable e 
nough to make his glorious name to fur 
vive to all ages, with that of the brave 


the Rs ane the conttant Imoinda. 1 
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